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Editorial
Pastor Ammaram Williams

The theme for our Ministerial Family 
Week of Prayer, “The Good 
Shepherd,” is primarily intended to 
invite ministerial families to pause, 
reflect and embrace the many ways 
God is desirous of guiding the 
course of our lives.  The expressions 
of the psalmist lay out, rung by rung, 
how God intervenes in our 
circumstances to provide for and 
protect us.  Each is designed to lead 
us into that ultimate embrace where 
we are safe and secure in His divine 
presence.

Jesus, Himself, wanted us to know 
this when He declared, “I am the 
good shepherd” (John 10: 11, 14).  It 
was important for the adjective 
“good” to be stated because many 
of the spiritual leaders who 
preceded Jesus were, according to 
the Bible, thieves and hirelings - they 
were interested in the sheep only for 
personal gain, at the expense of the 
sheep’s welfare.  Jesus is the only 
one who has both the temporal and 
eternal interests of His sheep.  We 

can confidently rely on Him for our 
protection and sustenance. And, 
given the current worldly conditions 
in which we sometimes function, the 
presence of our Shepherd puts life in 
its correct perspective - I am 
reminded of the familiar chorus, 
“With Christ in my vessel, I can smile 
at the storm.” 
His care for us is also revealed in that 
declaration, “I am”.   This first-person 
usage is one of seven such 
expressions found in the Book of 
John:

• I am the Bread of Life  John  6:  35
• I am the Light of the World John 8:  12
• I am the door  John 10:  7
• I am the resurrection and the life  
    John 11:  25
• I am the way, the truth and the life  
    John14:  6
• I am the true vine John  15:  1 

He did not leave it to be known 
through reported speech.  Jesus 
wants us to know in a very loving, 
personal and thoughtful way – I AM 
your good shepherd.  He wants us to 

know that He singles us out from the 
crowd.  “My sheep hear My voice, 
and I know them, and they follow Me.  
He cares for each one as if there 
were not another on the face of the 
earth.” (Desire of Ages, p. 480).  
While we experience this special 
week, be assured that Jesus is fully 
aware of all the details of your life 
and is willing to attend to them in the 
most personal and profound way 
possible. 

As messages from current and past 
presidents unfold the loving and 
protective care of our Heavenly 
Shepherd, may each ministerial 
family be led into a deeper and 
richer relational knowledge of Him.  It 
is my firm belief that the message of 
the 23rd Psalm will take on greater 
significance in your personal life and 
that of your family.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD



THEME SONGS:
There were so many to choose from, in the end the two below were selected 

so that you and your family can decide.  They can both be found on 

YouTube, just type in the name of the song and singer.

***********************************************************

SHEPHERD OF MY HEART
By Sandi Patty

Maker of this heart of mine, You know me very well

You understand my deepest part more than I know myself

So when I face the darkness when I need to find my way

I'll trust in You Shepherd of my heart

Keeper of this heart of mine Your patience has no end

You've loved me back into Your arms time and time again

So if I start to wander like a lamb that's gone astray

I'll trust in You Shepherd of my heart

CHORUS

You're the beacon of my nights; You're the sunlight of my days

I can rest within Your arms, I can know Your loving ways

So let the cold winds blow and let the storms rage all around

I'll trust in You Shepherd of my heart

Giver of this life in me You're what I'm living for

For all my deepest gratitude You love me even more

So as I walk through valleys listening for the Master’s call

I’ll trust in you Shepherd of my heart

CHORUS

You're the beacon of my nights; You're the sunlight of my days

I can rest within Your arms, I can know Your loving ways

So as I walk through valleys listening for my Master's call

I'll trust in You Shepherd of my heart

I'll trust in You Shepherd of my heart
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THE NEW 23RD

By Ralph Carmichael/arr. John Purifoy

 Because the Lord is my shepherd, I have everything that I need.

 He lets me rest in meadows green and leads me beside the quiet stream;

 He keeps on giving life to me and helps me do what honors him the most. 

Even when walking thru the dark valley of death, valley of death, 

I will never be afraid, for He is close beside me, 

Guarding, guiding all the way, He spreads a feast before me in the presence of my enemies 

He welcomes me as His special guest with blessings overflowing, 

His goodness and unfailing kindness shall be with me all of my life, 

and after-wards I will live with Him, forever, forever, in His home

Forever in His home 

Because the Lord is my shepherd, I have everything that I need.

Forever, forever, in His home.

Forever in His home!



The Lord Is My Shepherd
President. Kern Tobias, CARU

Psalm 23 is one of the most popular 
portions of the Holy Bible. It begins 
with the assurance that “the Lord is 
my Shepherd!”  Many of David’s 
Psalms are full of complaints, but this 
one is full of comforts, expressions of 
delight in God’s great goodness and 
our dependence upon Him. It is a 
psalm which has been sung by 
grateful and gratified Christians, and 
will continue to be sung with a great 
deal of pleasure and satisfaction. 

The Psalmist here claims a special 
relationship to God as his Shepherd. 
He recounts his experience of the 
kind things God had done for him as 
his shepherd, hence he infers that he 
should want no good, that he 
needed to fear no evil, that God 
would never leave nor forsake him.
By stating that God is his Shepherd, 
he concludes that he shall not want 
anything that is good for him. The 
great care that God takes of 
believers cannot be taken for 
granted. He is our Shepherd and we 
can confidently call Him so. David 
was himself a shepherd and knew 
personally the risks and rewards that 
were involved in this career path. He 
was taken from following the ewes 
great with young and so he knew by 
experience the cares and tender 
affections of a good shepherd 
towards his flock. 

He remembered what need they had 
of a shepherd, and what a kindness 
it was to them to have one that was 
skillful and faithful. He once risked 
his life to rescue a lamb from the 

jaws of a lion and from the claws of a 
bear. By this illustration, he manifests 
God’s care for His people. He that is 
the shepherd of Israel, of the whole 
church in general (Ps. 80:1), is the 
shepherd of every believer in 
particular. In Isa. 40:11 it is 
beautifully declared, “He shall feed 
His flock like a shepherd: He shall 
gather the lambs with His arm, and 
carry them in His bosom, and shall 
gently lead those who are with 
young.”

God takes His children into His fold, 
and then takes care of them, 
protects them, and provides for 
them, with more care and constancy 
than a shepherd can. If God is as a 
shepherd to us, we must be as 
sheep to Him. We must be 
inoffensive, meek, and quiet. We 
must be silent before the shearers 
and before the butcher too. We must 
be useful and sociable. We must 
know and respond to the shepherd’s 
voice and follow Him.  As ministerial 
workers, we should have great 
confidence in God. We can 
assuredly say, "If the Lord is my 
Shepherd - my Feeder, I may 
conclude that I shall not want 
anything that is really necessary and 
good for me.’’

THE GOOD SHEPHERD MODEL:
Jesus’ treatise of the good shepherd 
metaphor in St. John chapter 10 
(NIV) is worth quoting as this 
message is concluded. “Very truly I 
tell you Pharisees, anyone who does 
not enter the sheep pen by the gate, 

but climbs in by some other way, is a 
thief and a robber. The one who 
enters by the gate is the shepherd of 
the sheep.  The gatekeeper opens 
the gate for him, and the sheep listen 
to his voice. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out.  When 
he has brought out all his own, he 
goes on ahead of them, and his 
sheep follow him because they know 
his voice.  But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away 
from him because they do not 
recognize a stranger’s voice.”  Jesus 
used this figure of speech, but the 
Pharisees did not understand what 
he was telling them.

Therefore Jesus said again, “Very 
truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep.   All who have come before 
me are thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep have not listened to them.   I 
am the gate; whoever enters through 
me will be saved.[a] They will come 
in and go out, and find pasture.   The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full.  “I am 
the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep.  The hired hand is not the 
shepherd and does not own the 
sheep. So when he sees the wolf 
coming, he abandons the sheep and 
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the 
flock and scatters it. The man runs 
away because he is a hired hand 
and cares nothing for the sheep.

“I am the good shepherd; I know my 
sheep and my sheep know me – just 
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Psalm 23:1 (b)I Shall Not Want

Nestled in the Book that showcases 
Hebrew poetry at its absolute best, the 
Twenty-Third Psalm is one of the 
beloved portions of Holy Scripture 
because it is appropriate for all 
seasons.  It stands as a masterpiece 
of Hebrew religious poetry and 
literature in general where imagery, 
metaphors, and subtlety all convey 
profound truths for the people of God 
in short, concise phrases.
  
The Psalmist David, its author, also 
called the ‘Shepherd King’ draws on 
his experience as he looks at the 
relationship between God and His 
covenant people and draws the 

correlation between the Shepherd and 
the Sheep. It is a reflection and a fitting 
analogy of the intimate covenant 
relationship between God and His 
people (Ezekiel 34). Yes, “The Lord is 
my Shepherd, I shall not want” 
(Ps.23:1). 

Life in a fallen world often seems 
empty and unfulfilled. Just being a 
sinner and living among sinners will 
deposit in our psyche the horrible 
feelings of inadequacy and 
insufficiency. From the cradle to the 
grave, our perennial pursuits are spent 
pushing ourselves to outrun the fear of 
not having enough or not being 

enough. We have all struggled at one 
time or another with the feeling of 
being over our heads, or not 
measuring up, which often drives us to 
a point of exhaustion and 
exasperation. We often ponder these 
questions: Do I have enough love for a 
lifetime of marriage? Do I have enough 
moral courage to remain pure and 
righteous in an impure world? Do I 
have enough wisdom to navigate the 
twists and turns of life? Do I have 
enough gifts and abilities to fulfill what, 
I sense, is God’s will for my life?
 
However, Psalm 23:1 meets us at the 
end of our questions and at the point 

President Desmond James, NCC

as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father – and I lay down my life for 
the sheep.  I have other sheep that 
are not of this sheep pen. I must 
bring them also. They too will listen 
to my voice, and there shall be one 
flock and one shepherd.” The Good 
Shepherd lays down His life for the 
sheep. The good shepherd shows 
himself to be a good shepherd 
because the welfare of the sheep, 
not his own concern, is his primary 
care. The burden of John 10 is not so 
much on the task of the shepherd as 
on the manner in which the shepherd 
undertakes his role, demonstrating 
his benevolent heart for his sheep. 
Putting the sheep first and 
displaying a self-second attitude.

Ellen White describes the beautiful 
relationship between the shepherd 
and the sheep. She observes, 

“Jesus knows us individually, and is 
touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities. He knows us all by name. 
He knows the very house in which 
we live, the name of each occupant. 
He has at times given directions to 
His servants to go to a certain street 
in a certain city, to such a house, to 
find one of His sheep. Every soul is 
fully known to Jesus as if he were the 
only one for whom the Savior died. 
The distress of every one touches 
His heart. The cry for aid reaches His 
ear. He came to draw all men unto 
Himself” (DA 479).  Make the Lord 
your Shepherd, even your good 
Shepherd!

Our Prayer Focus:
1. Gratitude to God for being our  
 good Shepherd.
2. Our need for humility to see   
 ourselves as sheep in need of  

 the true Shepherd.
3. Love for one another as sheep  
 and compassion for sheep who  
 may have strayed from the   
 Shepherd.

Dr. Kern Tobias is president of the 
Caribbean Union Conference. His 
vision for ministry is that as ministers, 
we will maintain a close relationship 
with Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, 
so that our motivation will be akin to 
His, and our motive for service will be 
love for Him and His sheep. “I want us 
to focus more on the needs of the 
sheep, rather than on our own 
comforts and advancement. I envision 
us feeding the flock of God, taking 
oversight willingly as servant-leaders 
and fellow sufferers.” (1 Peter 5:1-4)

of our crises as it declares 
unequivocally: “The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want!” It 
reverberates with confidence and 
sufficiency. There is absolutely no 
sense of insufficiency for God is 
enough. He is sufficient!  Scholars 
believe that David may have written 
this psalm after he had clocked 
enough miles on the odometer of life. 
He had known fears and personal 
failures. He had been alone and lonely 
and had faced many enemies. He had 
been discomforted, dismissed and 
dispossessed.  He had come close to 
the valley of the shadow of death and 
had been in need. Yet he declares that 
God is enough. Dipping his pen in 
inspiration, he wrote this timeless truth 
which is still relevant for every 
contemporary Christian dogged by a 
sense of inadequacy.  The two truths 
that I wish to sermonically exhume 
from the text are: The Person of the 
Shepherd and the Provision of the 
Shepherd. 

David’s sense of confidence, 
adequacy, and sufficiency were 
anchored in the nature and person of 
the Shepherd. The second part of the 
text: “I shall not want” is inextricably 
predicated on the first part of the text. 
The emphasis in the Hebrew grammar 
is in the “LORD.” My Shepherd is 
YAHWEH it reads literally. This is God’s 
covenant name. It really is God’s 
personal, special, and sacred name. 
In fact, when Yahweh was written by 
the Scribes, they would break the pen 
signifying that they had written 
something inestimably sacred.  It was 
rarely pronounced.  It denotes that 
God is self-existent, and self- 
sufficiency. He exists by virtue of his 
own nature. He was never created or 
come into being.  He is the beginner 
who began the beginning.  He was the 
beginner before the beginning began. 
He is timeless and eternal. We live in 

three tenses:  past, present, and future 
but God lives in the eternal present. 
He is indeed the one who was, who is, 
and who is to come (Revelation 1: 8). 
He cannot change because He is 
immutable.  He cannot improve 
because He is perfect. God is 
sufficient in Himself and for Himself so 
He is in need of nothing. He is 
YAHWEH: the “I am that I am.” We are 
dependent because we are the 
creatures of His hand. One preacher 
put it nicely when he said: “God does 
not need me to be me for Him to be 
Him – but I need Him to be Him for me 
to be me.” The beautiful truth is that 
God is always Himself – sufficiently, 
glorious, and timeless.

“I shall not want!” Here David extols 
the Bounty of God! If the Lord is my 
Shepherd, I have everything I need. 
The Lord is my Shepherd, what more 
do I need?  God defines himself with 
an incomplete sentence. Whatever 
you are not He is. Whatever you need 
God to be in order to do His will, He will 
be at the very moment of your need for 
He is the “I am….” (Fill in the blank!). 
Complete the sentence and let God 
prove Himself. Are you hungry? He is 
the bread! Are you in the dark? He is 
the light. Are you lost? He is the way. 
Are you searching? He is the truth. Are 
you in want? He is your Shepherd. 

Verse 1 is indeed the thesis sentence 
of Psalm 23. Everything that follows is 
simply an extrapolation of the verse: I 
shall not want for peace, because “He 
makes me to lie down in green 
pastures.” I shall not want for 
guidance because “He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness.” I shall not 
want for protection for “His rod and 
staff, they comfort me.” I shall not want 
for provision for “He spreads a table 
before me in the presence of my 
enemies.”

A.W.  Tozer summarizes it profoundly, 
“The man who has God and nothing 
else has as much as the man who has 
God and everything else. God is 
everything!” He is Jehovah Raah: ‘the 
Lord is my Shepherd;’ Jehovah- Jireh: 
‘I shall not want;’ Jehovah-Shalom: ‘He 
maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures;’ Jehovah-Rapha: ‘He 
restoreth my soul;’ Jehovah- Tsidkenu: 
‘He leads me in the paths of 
righteousness for His name sake;’ 
Jehovah-Shammah: ‘yeah though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death;’ and Jehovah-Nissi: ‘You 
prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies.’ The hymn 
writer accurately portrayed Him as: 
“The King of Love my Shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never, I 
nothing lack if I am His, and He is mine 
forever” (SDA Hymnal # 197).

The story is told of an actor who was 
known for his recitations of the 
classics.  He always ended his 
performances with the dramatic recital 
of Psalm 23.  Each night, without 
exception, as the actor began his 
recitation of this Psalm, the crowd 
would listen attentively and then rise 
with thunderous applause in 
appreciation of the actor’s ability to 
bring the Psalm to life. One night, just 
before the actor was to offer his 
customary recital of the Psalm, a 
young man from the audience spoke 
up, “Sir, would you mind if, tonight, I 
recite Psalm 23?” The actor was 
surprised. However, he invited the 
young man to do so.  Softly, the young 
man began to recite the words of the 
Psalm.  When he was finished, there 
was no applause or standing ovation. 
All that could be heard was the sound 
of weeping.  The audience had been 
so moved by the youth’s recitation that 
every eye was tearful. Amazed by 
what he had experienced, the actor 
queried: “I don’t understand. I have 

been performing Psalm 23 for years. I 
have a lifetime of experience and 
training but I have never been able to 
move an audience as you have 
tonight. Tell me, what is your secret?”  
The young man humbly replied, “Well, 
Sir, you know the Psalm. . . but I know 
the Shepherd.”

David knew the Shepherd personally. 
Therefore, who could declare with 
certainty “I Shall not want.” What joy 

there is to know that we know our 
Shepherd. He knows my name. He 
even knows the number of hairs on our 
heads. He will meet our every need 
and will meet us at the point of our 
crisis. Your Father, the Lord, knows the 
things you have need of and, if you 
seek Him first, He will give them to you 
(Matthew 6). So, stop being driven by 
a sense of insecurity and insufficiency! 
Instead, live in the confidence that the 
LORD is our Shepherd and we shall 

not want!

Our Prayer Focus: 
Lord help us to always live the 
abundant life with a sense of 
adequacy and sufficiency because 
we know the Shepherd.

Pastor Desmond James is the 
president of North Caribbean 

Conference. His vision for ministry



Nestled in the Book that showcases 
Hebrew poetry at its absolute best, the 
Twenty-Third Psalm is one of the 
beloved portions of Holy Scripture 
because it is appropriate for all 
seasons.  It stands as a masterpiece 
of Hebrew religious poetry and 
literature in general where imagery, 
metaphors, and subtlety all convey 
profound truths for the people of God 
in short, concise phrases.
  
The Psalmist David, its author, also 
called the ‘Shepherd King’ draws on 
his experience as he looks at the 
relationship between God and His 
covenant people and draws the 

correlation between the Shepherd and 
the Sheep. It is a reflection and a fitting 
analogy of the intimate covenant 
relationship between God and His 
people (Ezekiel 34). Yes, “The Lord is 
my Shepherd, I shall not want” 
(Ps.23:1). 

Life in a fallen world often seems 
empty and unfulfilled. Just being a 
sinner and living among sinners will 
deposit in our psyche the horrible 
feelings of inadequacy and 
insufficiency. From the cradle to the 
grave, our perennial pursuits are spent 
pushing ourselves to outrun the fear of 
not having enough or not being 

enough. We have all struggled at one 
time or another with the feeling of 
being over our heads, or not 
measuring up, which often drives us to 
a point of exhaustion and 
exasperation. We often ponder these 
questions: Do I have enough love for a 
lifetime of marriage? Do I have enough 
moral courage to remain pure and 
righteous in an impure world? Do I 
have enough wisdom to navigate the 
twists and turns of life? Do I have 
enough gifts and abilities to fulfill what, 
I sense, is God’s will for my life?
 
However, Psalm 23:1 meets us at the 
end of our questions and at the point 
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of our crises as it declares 
unequivocally: “The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want!” It 
reverberates with confidence and 
sufficiency. There is absolutely no 
sense of insufficiency for God is 
enough. He is sufficient!  Scholars 
believe that David may have written 
this psalm after he had clocked 
enough miles on the odometer of life. 
He had known fears and personal 
failures. He had been alone and lonely 
and had faced many enemies. He had 
been discomforted, dismissed and 
dispossessed.  He had come close to 
the valley of the shadow of death and 
had been in need. Yet he declares that 
God is enough. Dipping his pen in 
inspiration, he wrote this timeless truth 
which is still relevant for every 
contemporary Christian dogged by a 
sense of inadequacy.  The two truths 
that I wish to sermonically exhume 
from the text are: The Person of the 
Shepherd and the Provision of the 
Shepherd. 

David’s sense of confidence, 
adequacy, and sufficiency were 
anchored in the nature and person of 
the Shepherd. The second part of the 
text: “I shall not want” is inextricably 
predicated on the first part of the text. 
The emphasis in the Hebrew grammar 
is in the “LORD.” My Shepherd is 
YAHWEH it reads literally. This is God’s 
covenant name. It really is God’s 
personal, special, and sacred name. 
In fact, when Yahweh was written by 
the Scribes, they would break the pen 
signifying that they had written 
something inestimably sacred.  It was 
rarely pronounced.  It denotes that 
God is self-existent, and self- 
sufficiency. He exists by virtue of his 
own nature. He was never created or 
come into being.  He is the beginner 
who began the beginning.  He was the 
beginner before the beginning began. 
He is timeless and eternal. We live in 

three tenses:  past, present, and future 
but God lives in the eternal present. 
He is indeed the one who was, who is, 
and who is to come (Revelation 1: 8). 
He cannot change because He is 
immutable.  He cannot improve 
because He is perfect. God is 
sufficient in Himself and for Himself so 
He is in need of nothing. He is 
YAHWEH: the “I am that I am.” We are 
dependent because we are the 
creatures of His hand. One preacher 
put it nicely when he said: “God does 
not need me to be me for Him to be 
Him – but I need Him to be Him for me 
to be me.” The beautiful truth is that 
God is always Himself – sufficiently, 
glorious, and timeless.

“I shall not want!” Here David extols 
the Bounty of God! If the Lord is my 
Shepherd, I have everything I need. 
The Lord is my Shepherd, what more 
do I need?  God defines himself with 
an incomplete sentence. Whatever 
you are not He is. Whatever you need 
God to be in order to do His will, He will 
be at the very moment of your need for 
He is the “I am….” (Fill in the blank!). 
Complete the sentence and let God 
prove Himself. Are you hungry? He is 
the bread! Are you in the dark? He is 
the light. Are you lost? He is the way. 
Are you searching? He is the truth. Are 
you in want? He is your Shepherd. 

Verse 1 is indeed the thesis sentence 
of Psalm 23. Everything that follows is 
simply an extrapolation of the verse: I 
shall not want for peace, because “He 
makes me to lie down in green 
pastures.” I shall not want for 
guidance because “He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness.” I shall not 
want for protection for “His rod and 
staff, they comfort me.” I shall not want 
for provision for “He spreads a table 
before me in the presence of my 
enemies.”

A.W.  Tozer summarizes it profoundly, 
“The man who has God and nothing 
else has as much as the man who has 
God and everything else. God is 
everything!” He is Jehovah Raah: ‘the 
Lord is my Shepherd;’ Jehovah- Jireh: 
‘I shall not want;’ Jehovah-Shalom: ‘He 
maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures;’ Jehovah-Rapha: ‘He 
restoreth my soul;’ Jehovah- Tsidkenu: 
‘He leads me in the paths of 
righteousness for His name sake;’ 
Jehovah-Shammah: ‘yeah though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death;’ and Jehovah-Nissi: ‘You 
prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies.’ The hymn 
writer accurately portrayed Him as: 
“The King of Love my Shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never, I 
nothing lack if I am His, and He is mine 
forever” (SDA Hymnal # 197).

The story is told of an actor who was 
known for his recitations of the 
classics.  He always ended his 
performances with the dramatic recital 
of Psalm 23.  Each night, without 
exception, as the actor began his 
recitation of this Psalm, the crowd 
would listen attentively and then rise 
with thunderous applause in 
appreciation of the actor’s ability to 
bring the Psalm to life. One night, just 
before the actor was to offer his 
customary recital of the Psalm, a 
young man from the audience spoke 
up, “Sir, would you mind if, tonight, I 
recite Psalm 23?” The actor was 
surprised. However, he invited the 
young man to do so.  Softly, the young 
man began to recite the words of the 
Psalm.  When he was finished, there 
was no applause or standing ovation. 
All that could be heard was the sound 
of weeping.  The audience had been 
so moved by the youth’s recitation that 
every eye was tearful. Amazed by 
what he had experienced, the actor 
queried: “I don’t understand. I have 

compound Jehovahistic titles:
1. Jehovah-raah - (Jehovah my 

Shepherd)
2. Jehovah-jireh - (Jehovah provides) 

I shall not want...
3. Jehovah-rapha - (Jehovah heals) 

He restores my soul
4. Jehovah- shalom - (Jehovah our 

Peace) He leadeth me beside still 
waters...

5. Jehovah-tsidkenu - (Jehovah our 
Righteousness) He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness...

6. Jehovah-shammah - (Jehovah ever 
Present) I will fear no evil for thou 
art with me...

7. Jehovah-nissi - (Jehovah our 
Banner) Thou preparest a table 
before me in the presence of my 
enemies...

David, on reviewing his storied life 
asserts: "Look at where Yahweh 
brought him from!"  1 Samuel 
16:1-18:7. In the ancient household 
the youngest was assigned the 
meanest task. We recall Jesse’s 
disappointment when Samuel 
rejected the elder brothers, and 
enquired, is there anyone left? God 
chose David and created a future for 
him. The Omnipotent, 
Compassionate God, is enough and 
with Him we lack nothing!

Psalm 23 reaches its crescendo in 
the transition from shepherd to divine 
Host. Jehovah does three things to 
regale David; spreads a victory table 
in the presence of enemies; anoints 
him with oil, and fills his cups to 
overflowing with goodness, mercy.  
David was not served ‘leftovers, he 
received abundant provisions of 
significance, and security. 
The Jehovahistic imagery is 
repeated in the New Testament as 
the Good Shepherd makes 
everything better for His sheep. John 
10:1-15.  John uses compound 

Jehovahistic titles comparable to the 
Psalmist’s... You see, Jesus did not 
come to name a shepherd, He is the 
Good Shepherd. He didn’t come to 
preach the gospel He is the Gospel.  
He didn’t come to show the door, He 
is the Door. He announced:
• I AM the bread of life.
• I AM the light of the world.
• I AM the way and the truth 
and the life.

We needed salvation, He’s Saviour. 
We can't earn it, it's free, due the 
generosity of the One who gave His 
life.  Those He came to save hung 
Him on a cross, naked for the world 
to see, and so doing He secured our 
redemption, declaring: "I give unto 
them eternal life... and no one can 
pluck them out of my hands. John 
10: 27 – 29.  That’s why Paul could 
confess; “But my God shall supply 
all your need according to His 
riches…”  Philippians 4:19. Jehovah 
satisfies!
 
The Saviour offers good 
shepherding but instead some reject 
Him; others ignore Him.  Some 
compromise their devotion for some 
temporary comfort; offering 
themselves to some hireling who will 
eventually destroy them.  Jehovah’s 
Good Shepherding deserves a 
better response.

Response to Good Shepherding

Listen to David’s response to Good 
Shepherding— “I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever." This 
declaration when paired with the 
previous statement, “surely 
goodness and mercy following me 
all the days of my life,” construct a 
biblical parallelism. In Psalm 23:6 we 
have a completion parallelism. The 
first element, “goodness and mercy 
following me all the days of my life, is 

developed and completed in the 
second element, “I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever." The 
theological implication is that having 
received goodness and mercy, 
David will dwell in the house of his 
generous Host, not for a few days, 
au contraire, he’s a permanent 
dweller of God's household for as 
long as life will last.

Like David, we are staying with the 
Shepherd. We’ll trust His 
Shepherding, and joyfully abide in 
the house, because with Jehovah we 
shall lack nothing. There may be a 
price to pay, but the victory 
celebrations will make it all 
worthwhile.  For in the house of the 
Divine Host, I have peace, 
restoration, guidance, comfort, 
honor and blessings!  When?  Today!  
For how long?  Forever!

Our Prayer Focus: 
Loving Lord, when we can’t change 
our circumstances help us change 
our perspective. You are our 
Shepherd, Saviour and Host. Feed 
us from your table so that we may 
feed others; healing us so that we 
become effective healers amidst the 
brokenness that surrounds us, and 
filling our cups to overflowing. Help 
us look to You, listen to Your voice, 
and lean on You for our salvation.  In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Dr. Eugene Daniel is a former president of 
the Caribbean Union Conference, where 

he served from.
His vision for ministry emerges from the 
kingdom theology and assurance of the 
gospel, as proclaimed by the apostle Paul 
in the book of Hebrews, and is prefaced on 
the absolute assurance that: ”We have a 
High Priest who entered into the Holies of 
Heaven", hence the benefits of the age to 

come are impacting this present age. 

been performing Psalm 23 for years. I 
have a lifetime of experience and 
training but I have never been able to 
move an audience as you have 
tonight. Tell me, what is your secret?”  
The young man humbly replied, “Well, 
Sir, you know the Psalm. . . but I know 
the Shepherd.”

David knew the Shepherd personally. 
Therefore, who could declare with 
certainty “I Shall not want.” What joy 

there is to know that we know our 
Shepherd. He knows my name. He 
even knows the number of hairs on our 
heads. He will meet our every need 
and will meet us at the point of our 
crisis. Your Father, the Lord, knows the 
things you have need of and, if you 
seek Him first, He will give them to you 
(Matthew 6). So, stop being driven by 
a sense of insecurity and insufficiency! 
Instead, live in the confidence that the 
LORD is our Shepherd and we shall 

not want!

Our Prayer Focus: 
Lord help us to always live the 
abundant life with a sense of 
adequacy and sufficiency because 
we know the Shepherd.

Pastor Desmond James is the 
president of North Caribbean 

Conference. His vision for ministry

Have you seen the tweet 
#shepherdyourflockbeforeseekingn
ewsheep?  I have, and the Book of 
Praises, particularly the twenty-third 
division, presents a Faithful 
Shepherd whose perfect provisions 
satisfy this cry for good 
shepherding.  Good Shepherding 
searches for new sheep who will 
eventually commit to: 'dwell in His 
house forever." Thank you Pastor 
Ammaran Williams and the 
Ministerial Association for 
spearheading this interface of 
human need with the promised 
aftereffects of Good Shepherding.
The Psalms are intensely personal 
prayers, written as temple songs to 
be accompanied with stringed 
instruments, and singers.   Actually, 
the Psalms were symphonic 
performances expressing how 
divine activity overrules human plans 
and failures.  Through our 
deliberation, we can review God's 
activities, recall what He has done 
for us, and join the chorus of praises.  

David Experienced Good 
Shepherding

Psalms 22 - 24 are arranged to tell a 
story. The laments of Division 22 are 

followed by a confident monarch in 
Psalm 23, and joyous celebrations in 
24. The theme of this pericope; 
Jehovah satisfies!  David addresses 
familiar complications of life and 
advances this testimony: Jehovah 
provides — green pastures, still 
waters, right paths, and a secure 
dwelling place.  The timeless 
message is not some superficial 
comfort, but an unfeigned assurance 
that evokes worship to Jehovah.

This masterpiece of Hebrew poetry 
evidences seven Jehovahistic titles, 
which are more impressive than a 
Shakespearean play, and more 
appealing than a Beethoven 
Symphony.  The story line proceeds 
along three movements, from 
Jehovah as Shepherd, to Jehovah as 
guide, and finally Jehovah as divine 
host. Why would David offer praises 
to Jehovah, and not to Adonai or 
Elohim?

In Exodus 3: 1-15 God approaches 
Moses on Horeb.  He's given the 
assignment to deliver his 
countrymen from bondage, but 
balks at the mission. "If I come to the 
people of Israel and say to them, 
‘The God of your fathers has sent me 

to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his 
name?’ what shall I say...?”

God responds: "Say... The Lord, the 
God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you. 
This is my name forever, and thus I 
am to be remembered throughout all 
generations...”  Finally God says "Tell 
them I AM sent you. In other words, 
Moses, tell them that the God of 
yesterday, today and tomorrow sent 
you.

Jehovah is the I AM. David makes no 
petition, instead his poetry overflows 
with gratitude.  Ellen White counsels 
that we should approach Jehovah as 
David: "We need look for no outward 
evidence of the blessing. The gift is 
in the promise, and we may go about 
our work assured that what God has 
promised He is able to perform, and 
that the gift, which we already 
possess, will be realized when we 
need it most." Ed 258

The Psalmist proclaims, the Lord is 
my shepherd!  The Hebrew text, 
Jehovah-raah, simply says, Jehovah 
my Shepherd!  This indicates a joyful 
response to seven implied 



Nestled in the Book that showcases 
Hebrew poetry at its absolute best, the 
Twenty-Third Psalm is one of the 
beloved portions of Holy Scripture 
because it is appropriate for all 
seasons.  It stands as a masterpiece 
of Hebrew religious poetry and 
literature in general where imagery, 
metaphors, and subtlety all convey 
profound truths for the people of God 
in short, concise phrases.
  
The Psalmist David, its author, also 
called the ‘Shepherd King’ draws on 
his experience as he looks at the 
relationship between God and His 
covenant people and draws the 

correlation between the Shepherd and 
the Sheep. It is a reflection and a fitting 
analogy of the intimate covenant 
relationship between God and His 
people (Ezekiel 34). Yes, “The Lord is 
my Shepherd, I shall not want” 
(Ps.23:1). 

Life in a fallen world often seems 
empty and unfulfilled. Just being a 
sinner and living among sinners will 
deposit in our psyche the horrible 
feelings of inadequacy and 
insufficiency. From the cradle to the 
grave, our perennial pursuits are spent 
pushing ourselves to outrun the fear of 
not having enough or not being 

enough. We have all struggled at one 
time or another with the feeling of 
being over our heads, or not 
measuring up, which often drives us to 
a point of exhaustion and 
exasperation. We often ponder these 
questions: Do I have enough love for a 
lifetime of marriage? Do I have enough 
moral courage to remain pure and 
righteous in an impure world? Do I 
have enough wisdom to navigate the 
twists and turns of life? Do I have 
enough gifts and abilities to fulfill what, 
I sense, is God’s will for my life?
 
However, Psalm 23:1 meets us at the 
end of our questions and at the point 

of our crises as it declares 
unequivocally: “The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want!” It 
reverberates with confidence and 
sufficiency. There is absolutely no 
sense of insufficiency for God is 
enough. He is sufficient!  Scholars 
believe that David may have written 
this psalm after he had clocked 
enough miles on the odometer of life. 
He had known fears and personal 
failures. He had been alone and lonely 
and had faced many enemies. He had 
been discomforted, dismissed and 
dispossessed.  He had come close to 
the valley of the shadow of death and 
had been in need. Yet he declares that 
God is enough. Dipping his pen in 
inspiration, he wrote this timeless truth 
which is still relevant for every 
contemporary Christian dogged by a 
sense of inadequacy.  The two truths 
that I wish to sermonically exhume 
from the text are: The Person of the 
Shepherd and the Provision of the 
Shepherd. 

David’s sense of confidence, 
adequacy, and sufficiency were 
anchored in the nature and person of 
the Shepherd. The second part of the 
text: “I shall not want” is inextricably 
predicated on the first part of the text. 
The emphasis in the Hebrew grammar 
is in the “LORD.” My Shepherd is 
YAHWEH it reads literally. This is God’s 
covenant name. It really is God’s 
personal, special, and sacred name. 
In fact, when Yahweh was written by 
the Scribes, they would break the pen 
signifying that they had written 
something inestimably sacred.  It was 
rarely pronounced.  It denotes that 
God is self-existent, and self- 
sufficiency. He exists by virtue of his 
own nature. He was never created or 
come into being.  He is the beginner 
who began the beginning.  He was the 
beginner before the beginning began. 
He is timeless and eternal. We live in 

three tenses:  past, present, and future 
but God lives in the eternal present. 
He is indeed the one who was, who is, 
and who is to come (Revelation 1: 8). 
He cannot change because He is 
immutable.  He cannot improve 
because He is perfect. God is 
sufficient in Himself and for Himself so 
He is in need of nothing. He is 
YAHWEH: the “I am that I am.” We are 
dependent because we are the 
creatures of His hand. One preacher 
put it nicely when he said: “God does 
not need me to be me for Him to be 
Him – but I need Him to be Him for me 
to be me.” The beautiful truth is that 
God is always Himself – sufficiently, 
glorious, and timeless.

“I shall not want!” Here David extols 
the Bounty of God! If the Lord is my 
Shepherd, I have everything I need. 
The Lord is my Shepherd, what more 
do I need?  God defines himself with 
an incomplete sentence. Whatever 
you are not He is. Whatever you need 
God to be in order to do His will, He will 
be at the very moment of your need for 
He is the “I am….” (Fill in the blank!). 
Complete the sentence and let God 
prove Himself. Are you hungry? He is 
the bread! Are you in the dark? He is 
the light. Are you lost? He is the way. 
Are you searching? He is the truth. Are 
you in want? He is your Shepherd. 

Verse 1 is indeed the thesis sentence 
of Psalm 23. Everything that follows is 
simply an extrapolation of the verse: I 
shall not want for peace, because “He 
makes me to lie down in green 
pastures.” I shall not want for 
guidance because “He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness.” I shall not 
want for protection for “His rod and 
staff, they comfort me.” I shall not want 
for provision for “He spreads a table 
before me in the presence of my 
enemies.”

A.W.  Tozer summarizes it profoundly, 
“The man who has God and nothing 
else has as much as the man who has 
God and everything else. God is 
everything!” He is Jehovah Raah: ‘the 
Lord is my Shepherd;’ Jehovah- Jireh: 
‘I shall not want;’ Jehovah-Shalom: ‘He 
maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures;’ Jehovah-Rapha: ‘He 
restoreth my soul;’ Jehovah- Tsidkenu: 
‘He leads me in the paths of 
righteousness for His name sake;’ 
Jehovah-Shammah: ‘yeah though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death;’ and Jehovah-Nissi: ‘You 
prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies.’ The hymn 
writer accurately portrayed Him as: 
“The King of Love my Shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never, I 
nothing lack if I am His, and He is mine 
forever” (SDA Hymnal # 197).

The story is told of an actor who was 
known for his recitations of the 
classics.  He always ended his 
performances with the dramatic recital 
of Psalm 23.  Each night, without 
exception, as the actor began his 
recitation of this Psalm, the crowd 
would listen attentively and then rise 
with thunderous applause in 
appreciation of the actor’s ability to 
bring the Psalm to life. One night, just 
before the actor was to offer his 
customary recital of the Psalm, a 
young man from the audience spoke 
up, “Sir, would you mind if, tonight, I 
recite Psalm 23?” The actor was 
surprised. However, he invited the 
young man to do so.  Softly, the young 
man began to recite the words of the 
Psalm.  When he was finished, there 
was no applause or standing ovation. 
All that could be heard was the sound 
of weeping.  The audience had been 
so moved by the youth’s recitation that 
every eye was tearful. Amazed by 
what he had experienced, the actor 
queried: “I don’t understand. I have 

compound Jehovahistic titles:
1. Jehovah-raah - (Jehovah my 

Shepherd)
2. Jehovah-jireh - (Jehovah provides) 

I shall not want...
3. Jehovah-rapha - (Jehovah heals) 

He restores my soul
4. Jehovah- shalom - (Jehovah our 

Peace) He leadeth me beside still 
waters...

5. Jehovah-tsidkenu - (Jehovah our 
Righteousness) He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness...

6. Jehovah-shammah - (Jehovah ever 
Present) I will fear no evil for thou 
art with me...

7. Jehovah-nissi - (Jehovah our 
Banner) Thou preparest a table 
before me in the presence of my 
enemies...

David, on reviewing his storied life 
asserts: "Look at where Yahweh 
brought him from!"  1 Samuel 
16:1-18:7. In the ancient household 
the youngest was assigned the 
meanest task. We recall Jesse’s 
disappointment when Samuel 
rejected the elder brothers, and 
enquired, is there anyone left? God 
chose David and created a future for 
him. The Omnipotent, 
Compassionate God, is enough and 
with Him we lack nothing!

Psalm 23 reaches its crescendo in 
the transition from shepherd to divine 
Host. Jehovah does three things to 
regale David; spreads a victory table 
in the presence of enemies; anoints 
him with oil, and fills his cups to 
overflowing with goodness, mercy.  
David was not served ‘leftovers, he 
received abundant provisions of 
significance, and security. 
The Jehovahistic imagery is 
repeated in the New Testament as 
the Good Shepherd makes 
everything better for His sheep. John 
10:1-15.  John uses compound 

Jehovahistic titles comparable to the 
Psalmist’s... You see, Jesus did not 
come to name a shepherd, He is the 
Good Shepherd. He didn’t come to 
preach the gospel He is the Gospel.  
He didn’t come to show the door, He 
is the Door. He announced:
• I AM the bread of life.
• I AM the light of the world.
• I AM the way and the truth 
and the life.

We needed salvation, He’s Saviour. 
We can't earn it, it's free, due the 
generosity of the One who gave His 
life.  Those He came to save hung 
Him on a cross, naked for the world 
to see, and so doing He secured our 
redemption, declaring: "I give unto 
them eternal life... and no one can 
pluck them out of my hands. John 
10: 27 – 29.  That’s why Paul could 
confess; “But my God shall supply 
all your need according to His 
riches…”  Philippians 4:19. Jehovah 
satisfies!
 
The Saviour offers good 
shepherding but instead some reject 
Him; others ignore Him.  Some 
compromise their devotion for some 
temporary comfort; offering 
themselves to some hireling who will 
eventually destroy them.  Jehovah’s 
Good Shepherding deserves a 
better response.

Response to Good Shepherding

Listen to David’s response to Good 
Shepherding— “I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever." This 
declaration when paired with the 
previous statement, “surely 
goodness and mercy following me 
all the days of my life,” construct a 
biblical parallelism. In Psalm 23:6 we 
have a completion parallelism. The 
first element, “goodness and mercy 
following me all the days of my life, is 

developed and completed in the 
second element, “I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever." The 
theological implication is that having 
received goodness and mercy, 
David will dwell in the house of his 
generous Host, not for a few days, 
au contraire, he’s a permanent 
dweller of God's household for as 
long as life will last.

Like David, we are staying with the 
Shepherd. We’ll trust His 
Shepherding, and joyfully abide in 
the house, because with Jehovah we 
shall lack nothing. There may be a 
price to pay, but the victory 
celebrations will make it all 
worthwhile.  For in the house of the 
Divine Host, I have peace, 
restoration, guidance, comfort, 
honor and blessings!  When?  Today!  
For how long?  Forever!

Our Prayer Focus: 
Loving Lord, when we can’t change 
our circumstances help us change 
our perspective. You are our 
Shepherd, Saviour and Host. Feed 
us from your table so that we may 
feed others; healing us so that we 
become effective healers amidst the 
brokenness that surrounds us, and 
filling our cups to overflowing. Help 
us look to You, listen to Your voice, 
and lean on You for our salvation.  In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Dr. Eugene Daniel is a former president of 
the Caribbean Union Conference, where 

he served from.
His vision for ministry emerges from the 
kingdom theology and assurance of the 
gospel, as proclaimed by the apostle Paul 
in the book of Hebrews, and is prefaced on 
the absolute assurance that: ”We have a 
High Priest who entered into the Holies of 
Heaven", hence the benefits of the age to 

come are impacting this present age. 

President R. Danforth Francis, ECC
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There’s A Place Of Quiet Rest

What a privilege to continue our 
reflections on one of the most 
beautiful Psalms in the Bible.  It is 
short, succinct yet super saturated 
with fabulous blessings.  Let your 
imagination grasp “The Lord, not 
man or woman, not prime minister or 
president but the King of kings. The 
omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscience 
one is your shepherd.  

The word shepherd is also loaded - 
the one who takes care, the provider, 
the guide, the protector, the healer. 
He is more than we can think, for his 
thoughts are higher than our 
thoughts. That God, no one else 
takes action.  Sheep are the most 
helpless animals, and when it comes 
to navigating the dangers of the 
pasture-land the sheep are 
defenseless, so their defenseless 
-ness demands a good shepherd. 

Phillip Keller a shepherd turned 
pastor says.  "It is almost impossible 
for them to be made to lie down 
unless four requirements are met. 

Owing to their timidity they refuse to 
lie down unless they are free of all 
fear. Because of the social behavior 
within a flock, sheep will not lie down 
unless they are free from friction 
with others of their kind. If 
tormented by flies or parasites, 
sheep will not lie down, only when 
free of these pests can they relax.  
Lastly, sheep will not lie down as 
long as they feel in need of finding 
food. They must be free from 
hunger." (Boice Expositional 
Commentary - Psalms, Volume 1: 
Psalms 1-41.)

Similarly, we humans find ourselves 
in the same position as sheep in our 
journey toward heaven.  We, of 
necessity, will have to navigate 
spiritual pitfalls, and ambushes from 
the devil, the enemy of God and the 
ruler of this world who is on the war 
path.  The Bible makes our perilous 
situation very clear:

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil, as a 

roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour: 1 
Peter 5:8 (KJV)

“Trials and temptations may come; 
but the child of God, whether 
minister or layman, knows that Jesus 
is his helper. Although we may be 
weak and helpless in ourselves, all 
the forces of heaven are at the 
command of the believing child of 
God, and the hosts of hell cannot 
make him depart from the right 
course if he will cling to God by living 
faith.” GW92 441.2}

So we need the shepherd. And if 
we accept God as our shepherd, 
then we need to have the faith to 
believe: 11   no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk 
uprightly. 12 O LORD of hosts, 
blessed is the man that trusteth in 
thee. Psalm 84:11-12 (KJV)  

Paul clarifies by adding: 6 But 
without faith it is impossible to 
please him: for he that cometh to 

been performing Psalm 23 for years. I 
have a lifetime of experience and 
training but I have never been able to 
move an audience as you have 
tonight. Tell me, what is your secret?”  
The young man humbly replied, “Well, 
Sir, you know the Psalm. . . but I know 
the Shepherd.”

David knew the Shepherd personally. 
Therefore, who could declare with 
certainty “I Shall not want.” What joy 

there is to know that we know our 
Shepherd. He knows my name. He 
even knows the number of hairs on our 
heads. He will meet our every need 
and will meet us at the point of our 
crisis. Your Father, the Lord, knows the 
things you have need of and, if you 
seek Him first, He will give them to you 
(Matthew 6). So, stop being driven by 
a sense of insecurity and insufficiency! 
Instead, live in the confidence that the 
LORD is our Shepherd and we shall 

not want!

Our Prayer Focus: 
Lord help us to always live the 
abundant life with a sense of 
adequacy and sufficiency because 
we know the Shepherd.

Pastor Desmond James is the 
president of North Caribbean 

Conference. His vision for ministry

He Maketh Me To Lie Down In Green Pastures… Psalm 23:2 (a)Have you seen the tweet 
#shepherdyourflockbeforeseekingn
ewsheep?  I have, and the Book of 
Praises, particularly the twenty-third 
division, presents a Faithful 
Shepherd whose perfect provisions 
satisfy this cry for good 
shepherding.  Good Shepherding 
searches for new sheep who will 
eventually commit to: 'dwell in His 
house forever." Thank you Pastor 
Ammaran Williams and the 
Ministerial Association for 
spearheading this interface of 
human need with the promised 
aftereffects of Good Shepherding.
The Psalms are intensely personal 
prayers, written as temple songs to 
be accompanied with stringed 
instruments, and singers.   Actually, 
the Psalms were symphonic 
performances expressing how 
divine activity overrules human plans 
and failures.  Through our 
deliberation, we can review God's 
activities, recall what He has done 
for us, and join the chorus of praises.  

David Experienced Good 
Shepherding

Psalms 22 - 24 are arranged to tell a 
story. The laments of Division 22 are 

followed by a confident monarch in 
Psalm 23, and joyous celebrations in 
24. The theme of this pericope; 
Jehovah satisfies!  David addresses 
familiar complications of life and 
advances this testimony: Jehovah 
provides — green pastures, still 
waters, right paths, and a secure 
dwelling place.  The timeless 
message is not some superficial 
comfort, but an unfeigned assurance 
that evokes worship to Jehovah.

This masterpiece of Hebrew poetry 
evidences seven Jehovahistic titles, 
which are more impressive than a 
Shakespearean play, and more 
appealing than a Beethoven 
Symphony.  The story line proceeds 
along three movements, from 
Jehovah as Shepherd, to Jehovah as 
guide, and finally Jehovah as divine 
host. Why would David offer praises 
to Jehovah, and not to Adonai or 
Elohim?

In Exodus 3: 1-15 God approaches 
Moses on Horeb.  He's given the 
assignment to deliver his 
countrymen from bondage, but 
balks at the mission. "If I come to the 
people of Israel and say to them, 
‘The God of your fathers has sent me 

to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his 
name?’ what shall I say...?”

God responds: "Say... The Lord, the 
God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you. 
This is my name forever, and thus I 
am to be remembered throughout all 
generations...”  Finally God says "Tell 
them I AM sent you. In other words, 
Moses, tell them that the God of 
yesterday, today and tomorrow sent 
you.

Jehovah is the I AM. David makes no 
petition, instead his poetry overflows 
with gratitude.  Ellen White counsels 
that we should approach Jehovah as 
David: "We need look for no outward 
evidence of the blessing. The gift is 
in the promise, and we may go about 
our work assured that what God has 
promised He is able to perform, and 
that the gift, which we already 
possess, will be realized when we 
need it most." Ed 258

The Psalmist proclaims, the Lord is 
my shepherd!  The Hebrew text, 
Jehovah-raah, simply says, Jehovah 
my Shepherd!  This indicates a joyful 
response to seven implied 
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God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him. Hebrews 11:6 
(KJV)

These texts and the quotations from 
E.G White when taken together, drive 
us to the  powerful conclusion  that 
we must believe that wherever God 
leads, that place is the best place we 
can be.  It presupposes that we are 
free from fear.  It also presupposes 
that we have laid aside the sin that 
so easily besets us, and because we 
are eating up the word of God, there 
is nothing between our brethren and 
ourselves. Then wherever we are, 
will be perceived as the best place, 
and we will be free from fear as He 
gives us rest in green pastures. 

To buttress the concepts herein, Paul 
declares:“There hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common to 
man: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the 
temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear 
it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13 (KJV)

He is making us to lie down in green 
pastures as He has already adjusted 
and filtered the challenges you will 
face.   He knows, and you also now 
know, that the temptation is not too 
difficult for you to bear, on the 
contrary you will come to the place 
where you will declare: 
17 For our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory; 2 Corinthians 4:17 
(KJV)

Permit me to share my personal 
testimony in this regard.  I remember 
when I was called to Liberia from 
Mauritius. Mauritius is similar to 
Trinidad and Tobago, they are both 

twin-island republics. And sufficiently 
developed that you could live a 
comfortable life. Liberia was in civil 
war, and a dangerous place to live. 
Employment and the normal 
amenities of life were absent. 
I accepted the call although I was 
living in comfortable surroundings 
with the knowledge that this is what 
the Lord wanted for me. My faith 
grew as I had to face the challenges 
of military check points, insufficient 
potable water, and electricity, a slow 
and unreliable internet café and 
telephone. Even my type of food was 
scarce; two evacuations were 
necessary as war loomed. Indeed, 
these were the light afflictions.   Yet, I 
could see the hand of God leading 
as I not only had a rich spiritual 
experience and learnt new skills, but 
was exposed to the highest level of 
church leadership. My wife and 
children were also blessed and in 
two years I was further elevated to 
the West Central African Division 
(WAD) of the General Conference.  
Now we can look forward to the 
ultimate blessing, when Jesus 
comes. 

 Finally, God is the shepherd and we 
are the sheep. But pastors are 
referred to as the under-shepherds. 
So we are acting on behalf of God. 
What are the implications for us in 
assuming such a title? Are we 
expected to be shepherd-like to our 
sheep? Should they expect that we 
should lead in such a way that there 
would be no fear in our relationship 
with them? Should they feel 
protected?  Should they be well 
nurtured and learn how to live at 
peace with all men including you 
and their brethren? Should we be 
able to have them lie down in green 
pastures?  Does that presuppose 
that our sermons would feed and 
cause them to labor so that rest 

would be welcomed and 
comfortable?

“Those who occupy the position of 
under-shepherds are to exercise a 
watchful diligence over the Lord's 
flock. This is not to be a dictatorial 
vigilance, but one that tends to 
encourage and strengthen and 
uplift. Ministry means more than 
sermonizing; it means earnest, 
personal labor.” {AA 526.1} 
 
Notwithstanding, there will come 
times in the life and ministry of a 
worker when that worker will have to 
lead his people in a direction which 
they don’t want to be led. Then there 
will be need for prodding.  

“Pastors are needed--faithful 
shepherds--who will not flatter 
God's people, nor treat them 
harshly, but who will feed them with 
the bread of life--men who in their 
lives feel daily the converting power 
of the Holy Spirit and who cherish a 
strong, unselfish love toward those 
for whom they labor.”  {AA 526.1}  

There is tactful work for the 
under-shepherd to do as he is called 
to meet alienation, bitterness, envy, 
and jealousy in the church, and he 
will need to labor in the spirit of 
Christ to set things in order. Faithful 
warnings are to be given, sins 
rebuked, wrongs made right, not 
only by the minister's work in the 
pulpit, but by personal labor. The 
wayward heart may take exception 
to the message, and the servant of 
God may be misjudged and 
criticized. Let him then remember 
that "the wisdom that is from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy.  
And the fruit of righteousness is 
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President Carson Greene, SLC

“He Leads Me Besides Still Waters” Psalm 23:2 (b)

In this Psalm, the Psalmist paints the 
picture of a loving and caring 
shepherd leading his flock.  The 
psalm however is not being reported 
from an observer’s perspective. 
Rather than a reporter sharing the 
story as he or she observes it, the 
sheep is reporting his experience as 
he is being led by the shepherd. 

Our meditation for today says, “He 
leads me besides the still waters.” 
(NKJV)   The familiarity of the text 
sometimes causes us to overlook or 
miss the real impact of the message.  
I therefore invite us to take a closer 
look:

1. “He leads me” places the 
Shepherd of verse one as the 
subject.  This means that even 
though the sheep is reporting his 
experience, he is not the subject.  
A very simple definition of the 
subject is that it is what the 
sentence is about.  It is therefore 
safe to say that this is really about 
the shepherd.  Well, who is this 
Shepherd and what is he doing?  
Verse one identifies him as 
Yahweh—the God of Israel who is 

in covenant relationship with his 
people.  Yahweh is the God who 
initiates the covenant—for the 
purpose of Israel’s salvation.  In 
this instance he is leading.  The 
Hebrew word nā·hǎl implies not 
only that there is movement as a 
result of the leadership, but also 
that there is a willing follower.  The 
text is therefore implying that God 
is the subject of the sheep’s life by 
choice.  There is a relationship of 
trust and dependence.  It is a sort 
of covenant relationship.  Yahweh 
will lead and guide the sheep if the 
sheep is willing to follow.  While in 
Israel in February of 2019, I was 
privileged to see a shepherd 
leading his sheep. My observations 
were that he was walking along 
the hillside and the sheep followed 
him wherever he went.  They never 
went ahead of him.  They followed 
in his path.  They knew and trusted 
the shepherd.  This seems to be 
what the sheep is reporting here.  
He/she is following in the path of 
the shepherd because the 
shepherd loves the sheep. 

2. “He leads me” also implies that the 

sheep is the object.  In English 
grammar we speak of a simple 
sentence having a subject, a verb 
and an object.  The object is the 
entity that receives the action of 
the verb or that is being acted 
upon by the subject.  In our text, 
“He leads me”, the subject 
Yahweh acts upon the object, the 
sheep, by leading him/her.  Since 
the sheep is reporting the 
experience, the sheep becomes 
“me.”  If the sheep were the 
subject—the one doing the action 
of leading, then the “me” would 
become “I.”  I am leading the 
shepherd.  It is important to note 
that “I” focuses on self in contrast 
to “me” as a recipient of Yahweh’s 
grace.   We are the objects of his 
love and grace. 

3. There is another element of “He 
leads me.”  The focus here is on 
the individual attention.  It is 
always comforting to know that 
God relates to us on a personal 
level.  He cares about and leads 
his church but he takes personal 
interest in me as an individual.  

sown in peace of them that make 
peace." James 3:17, 18.  {AA 526.

May each of us allow God to be our 
Shepherd, and may we be under- 
shepherds to those congregations 
over which we are asked to serve.

Pastor R. Danforth Francis is 
president of the East Caribbean 

Conference.  He feels that ministry 
today and beyond should be 
characterized by:

• Creativity - something old and  
 something new;
• The use of technology – that is  
 the new market place where the  
 people are;
• The empowerment of the   

 masses of members - the use of  
 each members’ giftedness.
For this to be achieved, the pastor 
and the ministerial family must be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.  Saying yes 
to all the prompting of the Spirit on a 
daily basis, thereby releasing the 
passion and power to do the work.
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He Restoreth My Soul Psalm 23:3 (a)

In John 10:11 Jesus says, “I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd 
gives His life for the sheep.” Jesus’ 
words are here so plainly stated that 
there could be no mistake in what He 
meant. He fulfills the ideal of 
shepherd-like care for the people of 
God as illustrated in the Old 
Testament and in the culture at that 
time.  His listeners were able to 

better appreciate and relate to His 
love and care as a shepherd and 
father.
             
What Jesus described as a good 
shepherd is actually a very 
remarkable shepherd. Shepherds 
may take risks for the safety of the 
sheep, but it is probably rare to find 
one who is willing to die for their 

sheep.  This differentiates Him from 
the bad shepherd (a hireling) who 
will not defend the sheep and thinks 
the flock exists only for his benefit, 
but the good shepherd lives and 
dies for the good of the sheep.

It is this kind of shepherd that David 
came to know when he called the 
Lord “My Shepherd.” It was out of an 

4. Where is Yahweh leading?  
Besides still waters.  The Hebrew 
suggests that the passage is 
literally translated as “besides 
waters of rest.”  The imagery is still 
one of a shepherd leading his 
sheep to a place of comfort and 
peace and safety where they can 
rest and be watered.  This is not to 
suggest that there will never be 
difficulties when God is leading.  
Elsewhere in the passage the 
Psalmist speaks of going through 
the valley of the shadow of death.  
What the text is suggesting is that 
there is assurance of safety in 
Yahweh.  An effective leader 
always has a destination in mind.  
Here, Yahweh is the leader.  He 
knows the path and his purpose is 
to take the sheep to a place where 
there is rest and safety.  The 
sheep’s declaration is not “I 
believe he will lead me to waters of 
rest.”  That would imply a degree 
of uncertainty and doubt.  But we 
need not ever have doubt as to 
where God is leading.  Instead, 
the sheep emphatically states, “he 
leads me besides still waters.”  
The implication here is that this 

sheep is certain of where Yahweh 
is taking him.  There is guarantee 
of a positive outcome when 
Yahweh is leading.  There is so 
much certainty that even though 
the destination is not arrived at yet, 
it is considered done.

5. Still waters!  There is another 
element to Yahweh’s leading.  He 
leads besides still waters.  Water is 
a necessary substance for the 
maintenance of life. It is essential 
to proper body function and good 
health.  A sheep that is thirsty may 
sometimes attempt to drink water 
from a fast flowing stream or river 
and the turbulence of the water 
may present danger to the sheep 
and may knock him/her in and 
cause loss of life or serious injury.  
This sheep is testifying that when 
Yahweh is leading, he provides 
adequately for the journey.  
Wherever he commissions us to 
go, he will provide adequately for 
the journey.    

As you reflect on the above, it is well 
to ask and ponder the following:
•     Is God the subject of my life?  Is 

my ministry and family more 
about me and us than about 
him?

•  Am I a willing follower of the 
Shepherd or am I trying to lead?

•     Am I trusting God to do his thing 
in my life with the assurance that 
he will provide what it takes to 
go where he wants me to go?

As you go through the rest of your 
life, remember this: When you 
acknowledge Yahweh’s lordship and 
willingly follow his leading, he will 
guide you to safety and comfort and 
give you a life of fulfillment and 
meaningfulness.   

Our Prayer Focus:
Pray that God will help ministerial 
families to let him lead and be the 
subject of their lives.

Dr. Carson Green is president of the 
newly created South Leeward 
Conference. He desires to see 

ministers exercise commitment and 
passion for the work of ministry that 

will transmit into healthy 
congregations with members who 

make evangelism a way of life!
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experience that David was able to 
personalize him and call him ‘My 
Shepherd.”
 
It was Charles Spurgeon who said 
that “before a man can truly say, ‘the 
LORD is my shepherd’ he must first 
feel himself to be a sheep by nature, 
for he cannot know that God is his 
Shepherd unless he feels in himself 
that he has the nature of a sheep."   

David was able to relate to a sheep 
in its foolishness, its dependency, 
and in the warped nature of its will.  
Hence, David then says, “He 
restoreth my soul.”  David like most 
of us would have experienced 
moments of discouragements, 
despondency, moments when we 
have misrepresented God, and 
worse of all, moments when we felt 
the load of sin and guilt weighing us 
down.  Moments when we felt totally 
alienated from God as a result of our 
own sin and missteps in life.  

Sometimes we fell like the prophet 
Elijah, even after a great Mount 
Carmel victory, we are brought to our 
lowest estate to the point of despair, 
and even depression.  May we never 
forget that like the Jezebel seeking 
to destroy the man of God, the 
enemy has not ceased to be the “like 
the roaring lion seeking whom he 
may devour” especially those called 
to be the Lord’s mouthpiece in this 
crooked and perverse generation.  
His plans from the very beginning 
have not been altered, high on his 
agenda is to be “kill, steal and 
destroy.” 

David said, “He restores my soul,” 
understanding that after he had 
been led to green pastures and 
besides the still waters where his 
physical needs were met, yet there 
remained in him a deficiency, the 

spiritual, and that was for the 
restoration of his soul.  Throughout 
scripture we have seen God’s 
invariable desire to restore fallen 
humanity. When Adam and Eve fell 
and walked away from a perfect and 
loving God endeavoring to hide 
themselves using that which was 
imperfect and inadequate, the Lord 
came (searching) to assure them of 
His unfathomable love but more so 
to reveal to them His perfect plan of 
restoration/redemption laid from the 
foundation of the world, that of the 
death of His son Jesus Christ (Gen 
3:15).

After Moses’ murderous act in Egypt, 
the Lord never abandoned but 
restored him. After executing a master 
plan by a mother-son duo, Jacob 
became a fearful fugitive loaded with 
guilt and regrets, but the Lord pursued 
him and embraced him that faithful 
night. Understanding that this was no 
mere man but the God who restores, 
he said to the Lord, “I will not let you 
go unless you bless me” Gen 32:26.  
The Lord restored him. 

David, after he sinned and was 
confronted by Nathan the man of 
God, in humility and a penitent heart 
he penned the words, “Create in me 
a clean heart, O God; and renew a 
right spirit within me. Cast me not 
away from thy presence; and take 
not thy holy spirit from me. Restore 
unto me the joy of thy salvation; and 
uphold me with thy free spirit.” Psalm 
51:10-13.   David pleads to God to 
restore unto him the joy of His 
salvation. The word “restore” here is 
used in the imperfect tense, 
indicating an ongoing or recurrent 
actions in the past. What a wonderful 
opportunity we have as His children 
to know that regardless of our 
recurring sins and our flawed 
characters, the Lord’s grace is still 

sufficient and that restoration is 
always available.

For such restoration to be 
experienced however, there must be 
genuine repentance as in the case of 
David. Ellen G. White said, “No 
repentance is genuine that does not 
work reformation. The righteousness 
of Christ is not a cloak to cover 
unconfessed and unforsaken sin; it 
is a principle of life that transforms 
the character and controls the 
conduct. Holiness is wholeness for 
God; it is the entire surrender of 
heart and life to the indwelling of the 
principles of heaven.” Desire of 
Ages, p. 555

To David when he said the Lord 
Restores his soul, he pictured 
himself as a lost one. In Hebrew the 
words 'restores my soul' can also 
mean 'brings me to repentance or 
conversion,” hence, he pleads to 
God to bring him back to his original 
state of purity, that had now grown 
foul and black with sin. 

As ministers, let us rest assured that 
He can and will restore us when we 
wander away.  No creature will lose 
itself sooner than a sheep, so apt is it 
to go astray, and then so unapt to 
find its way back. Even as leaders 
we are sensible of our proneness to 
go astray like lost sheep. David 
attested to this when he said, I have 
wandered away like a lost sheep; 
come and find me, for I have not 
forgotten your commands. Ps. 
119:176

We as sheep miss our way, and turn 
aside into by-paths, but then God 
shows us our error, gives us 
repentance, and brings us back to 
our duty again.  Are you going 
through some physical ailment? The 
Lord wants to restore us physically.   



As I reflect on the Shepherd Psalm, I 
believe you will agree with me that it 
is full of action words. It constitutes a 
“word picture” which describes a 
journey and not a destination, a 
process of revival, renewal and 
restoration. Whether the sheep lie 
down in green pastures or are led 
beside still waters or through the 
valley of the shadow of death, the 
Shepherd leads them all the days of 
their lives in the paths of 
righteousness.

We cannot read Psalm 23 without a 
sober reflection and deeper 
appreciation of Luke 15. That 
chapter is all about how God in 
Christ seeks and saves the lost. The 
most memorable part of the narrative 
is the story of the Prodigal Son, but 
that comes at the end of an 
extended discourse which begins 
with a much shorter parable using 
the well-known pastoral imagery of 
Psalm 23. Here, a shepherd leaves 
his large flock in the open country in 
order to seek and rescue a lone lost 
sheep. When he found it, he lays it 
on his shoulders and carries it home 
rejoicing. Luke 15:5

Christ is the Good Shepherd. John 
10:11. He not only called Himself 
“the good shepherd,” but also 
referred to all believers as “my flock”, 
John 10:11.   The New Testament 
also calls Him “the Great Shepherd 
of the sheep” and “the Chief 
Shepherd” Heb. 13:20; 1 Peter 5:4. 

Psalm 23 stresses from start to finish, 
the Great Shepherd’s gentle leading 
as being always focused, purposeful 
and filled with goodness and mercy.  
He is intent on bringing His lambs 
away from evil, out of peril, through 
the valley of the shadow of death, 
and into safety and security. All of 
that is encompassed in the 
statement, “He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for His name’s sake.”

The sheep represent fallen humanity 
who, on their own, would never be 
able to successfully navigate the 
paths of righteousness for the gate is 
narrow and the way is hard that 
leads to life.  Matt. 7:14.  The Great 
Shepherd is righteous in all His ways 
and seeks only our eternal 
wellbeing, Ps. 145:17.

The divine Shepherd is on a rescue 
mission to seek and save the lost. He 
restores their souls and guards them 
day and night. He cares for them, 
keeps them in the faith, brings them 
back when they wander, and leads 
them in paths of righteousness. 
God’s work in the salvation story is all 
inclusive, complete, comprehensive 
and comforting.  The Shepherd 
leads, but the sheep are not passive; 
they follow Him. They may stumble 
or meander at times, but they know 
the true Shepherd and are known by 
Him, so they will never depart from 
Him completely.  Jesus said, “My 
sheep hear my voice and I know 
them and they follow me” John 
10:27.  Their own righteous walk is 
one of the key evidences that they 
belong to the Good Shepherd.
 
God is sovereign so His sheep are 
secure. They do persevere in the 
paths of righteousness. The 
Shepherd Himself said: “I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish 
and no one will snatch them out of 
my hand.” John 10:28–29

The prophetess to God’s Church, 
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President Dermoth Baptiste, SVG

He Leads Me in Paths of
Righteousness for His Name’s Sake Psalm 23:3 (b)

He says, “For I will restore health 
unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy 
wounds, saith the LORD; because 
they called thee an Outcast, saying, 
this is Zion, whom no man seeketh 
after” Jer 30:17.

Is life financially challenging? Are 
your resources depleting significantly 
to the point of serious trepidation? The 

Lord can restore your resources as 
he did for the widow of Zarephath, 
“The jar of flour never ran out and the 
bottle of oil never became empty, 
just as the LORD had promised 
through Elijah,” 1 Kings 17:16.

No matter what our circumstances 
may be today, that of family, health, 
financial, social, ministry; may we 

remember that there is a God who is 
ever near and always willing to bring 
us complete and wholistic 
restoration as we prepare for His 
soon return. 

Pastor Roger Stephen is president of 
the St. Lucia Mission.
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Ellen White, posits that we are not to 
copy any human being for no one is 
wise enough to be our criterion. We 
are to look to the man, Christ Jesus, 
who is complete in the perfection of 
righteousness and holiness.  His 
experience is the measure of the 
experience that we are to gain.  His 
character is our model----------by 
beholding we may be changed into 
His likeness. Ellen G. White Review 
and Herald Articles, Book IV 

God’s heart of love is touched by our 
sorrows and even by our utterances 
of them. We can take to Him 
everything that perplexes the mind. 
Nothing is too great for Him to bear, 
for He holds up worlds, He rules over 
all the affairs of the universe.  There 
is nothing that in any way concerns 
our peace that is too small for Him to 
notice. There is no chapter in our 
experience too dark for Him to read; 
there is no perplexity too difficult for 
Him to unravel.  No calamity can 
befall the least of His children, no 
anxiety harass the soul, no joy cheer, 
no sincere prayer escape the lips, of 
which our heavenly Father is 

unobservant, or in which He takes no 
immediate interest. “He heals the 
broken in heart, and binds up their 
wounds.” Psalm 147:3.

As a child of God how heartening it is 
to know that there is not a single 
moment that goes by that God 
doesn’t think about us. He goes 
before us, His Shekinah glory shines 
over us and He leads us in the paths 
of righteousness. Let us feel His 
presence and His glory wherever we 
go for we are never alone.

All the "paths of righteousness" 
which God has chosen for us are 
clearly marked out in His Word, and 
are the same for all sheep. The paths 
of righteousness will never lead 
through the field of lusting, fornication, 
adultery, infidelity or promiscuity. The 
paths of righteousness will never travel 
over the ground of gluttony, slander, 
cheating or idolatry.  The paths of 
righteousness will never settle in the 
valley of mediocrity, laziness, 
complacency and indifference. The 
bottom line of God's desire is for all 
of us to become more and more 

conformed to the image of Christ. 
(See Romans 8:28¬29.) All paths of 
righteousness lead in that direction. 

God is the beginning and the ending 
of all our righteousness. The path of 
righteousness has His grace as its 
starting point (for He leads me into it) 
and it has His glory as its destination 
(because His leading is for His 
name’s sake).  As Paul puts it, “From 
Him, through Him, and to Him are all 
things, to Him be glory forever.”  He 
has pledged to watch over us, 
provide for us, order our steps, stay 
with us, and bring us safely home at 
last, all for His Glory.

Pastor Dermoth Baptiste is president 
of the St. Vincent & The Grenadines 
Mission. He envisions a ministry where 
ministers called by God will glorify Him 
in private lifestyle and public conduct 
while being ambassadors of the 
heavenly Kingdom, influencing men 
and women to daily commit 
themselves to the transforming power 

of the Gospel.

The twenty third Psalm relates 
David’s absolute confidence in the 
God who sees the end from the 
beginning, as David journeyed 
through life. Even though one’s trust 
in God is absolute and God leads to 
green pastures and to still waters 
and to paths of righteousness and to 
restoring our souls, there is no 
guarantee or scriptural promise that 
we will not experience difficult 
circumstances or find ourselves in 

difficult places.  We must be careful 
not to hold God accountable for what 
He has not promise.  David, a man 
whom God referred to in 1 Samuel 
13:14 as “a man after his own heart”, 
had his share of difficulty and even 
near death experiences. He alludes 
to it in Psalm 23. David wrote in 
Psalm 23:4 “Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death.”
 

Three things jump out at me from this 
text: 

1.  David experienced many trying 
circumstances as God’s servant, 
we can expect them too.

Here in Psalm 23:4 David describes 
part of his life experience as a child 
of God having to face dark days. If 
we are honest, we will confess that 
we wish we always had 

President Clinton Lewis, Grenada Conference

Conquerors of Life’s Difficult Circumstances
“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death" Psalm 23: 4 (a)
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mountain-top experiences as we 
journey through life. We wish that we 
always have “I shall not want 
"experiences, “he leadeth me beside 
still waters" experiences, “he leadeth 
me in the paths of righteousness” 
experiences. The stark reality is this 
is unrealistic. We will face “the valley 
of the shadow of death.” Our days of 
trials, testing, hardship, and 
difficulties will take different forms. 
The truth is valleys are a certainty for 
Christians.
 
 Sometimes we may feel that we 
have gotten to the lowest point of life. 
David had his moments. How can we 
forget that when he was sought by 
Samuel to be anointed as king that 
he was attending to his sheep?  He 
was a shepherd if you please (1 
Samuel 16:11-13). He knew about 
the dangerous valleys he had to 
steer the sheep through. Sometimes 
it was necessary to pass that way to 
get to the grassy hilltops.  He knew 
about near death experiences for his 
sheep to save them from all kinds of 
predators. He also knew his own 
challenges of life under the heavenly 
Shepherd. 

How dare we forget what David said 
to Saul about His difficult, near 
death, testing moments as a 
shepherd in 1 Samuel 17:   

“34 And David said unto Saul, Thy 
servant kept his father's sheep, and 
there came a lion, and a bear, and 

took a lamb out of the flock:
35 And I went out after him, and 
smote him, and delivered it out of his 
mouth: and when he arose against 
me, I caught him by his beard, and 

smote him, and slew him.
36 Thy servant slew both the lion and 

the bear”

How dare we forget David’s intense 

encounter with the giant Goliath as 
the two armies witnessed the battle 
of life and death as it is recorded in 1 
Samuel 17

“43 And the Philistine said unto 
David, Am I a dog, that thou comest 
to me with staves? And the Philistine 

cursed David by his gods.
44 And the Philistine said to David, 
Come to me, and I will give thy flesh 
unto the fowls of the air, and to the 

beasts of the field.
45 Then said David to the Philistine, 
Thou comest to me with a sword, 
and with a spear, and with a shield: 
but I come to thee in the name of the 
Lord of hosts, the God of the armies 

of Israel, whom thou hast defied.”

How dare we forget David’s near 
death experience at the hands of 
Saul as recorded in the following 
passages:   “ And Saul cast the 
javelin; for he said, I will smite David 
even to the wall with it. And David 
avoided out of his presence twice.” 
(1 Samuel 18:11.)

 “  Saul also sent messengers unto 
David's house, to watch him, and to 
slay him in the morning” (1 Samuel 
19:11)

David was known as “a mighty 
valiant man, and a man of war.” (1 
Samuel 16: 18) He must have had 
many near death experiences while 
he was engaged in battle.
Many professed Christians have 
walked away from God or got angry 
or frustrated with God and even 
rejected or questioned His 
involvement in the events of their 
lives.  Philip Yansey in an effort to 
address these issues, wrote the 
book
“Disappointment with God”.   .David 
was not disappointed because in 
every dark, challenging moment he 

recognised that God was there. His 
words to Saul about his encounter 
with a lion and a bear, his words to 
Goliath seeking to kill him and to 
Saul pursuing his life tell a very 
pertinent story. 

In our valley of death experiences 
we are to encourage ourselves. that 
as grim as it may appear God is 
there with us. The following words 
from the pen of inspiration is very 
encouraging: 

" The way to heaven is consecrated 
by the Saviour's footprints. The path 
may be steep and rugged, but Jesus 
has travelled that way; His feet have 
pressed down the cruel thorns, to 
make the pathway easier for us. 
Every burden that we are called to 
bear He Himself has borne.” {DA 
480.4} 

2. Whatever the difficulty we face, 
be prepared to walk through it.

David said, “yea, though I walk 
through…” He did not say seat 
down. Seating down and mourning 
over our trying condition is of no 
help. We need to keep walking, 
knowing that the experience won’t 
be permanent. As difficult as it may 
appear, every crisis and chilling 
circumstance is for a moment, so we 
can walk through!   In the three 
Hebrew boys’ moment of crisis, king 
Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed in 
Daniel 3:25:  

“Lo, I see four men loose, walking in 
the midst of the fire, and they have 
no hurt; and the form of the fourth is 
like the Son of God.”

The children of Israel had a crisis at 
the red sea. Death stared them in the 
face as the Egyptians followed them. 
In Exodus 14:15 the Lord spoke to 



This is a very important statement 
that reflects the confidence of the 
Psalmist who sees himself as a 
sheep under the care of God as his 
shepherd.

The psalmist began this song by 
pointing to the fact that he has 
chosen the Lord as his Shepherd 
and with this choice, it is clear to him 
that he shall never be in want.  I shall 

not be in want of provisions (food) 
because God makes me to flourish 
so well.  In fact, my belly is so full that 
I lie down comfortably in the midst of 
plenty.  David goes on to tell us that 
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Moses saying:  

“15 And the  Lord  said unto Moses, 
Wherefore criest thou unto me? 
speak unto the children of Israel, that 

they go forward:”

The Bible later recorded that they 
went through on dry land. The 
challenges we face in life are things 
we can walk through successfully 
when Jehovah is our God. I believe 
the Psalmist clearly understood this.  
It is not God’s plan that we take up 
residence in our troubles. Our 
troubles will pass away. Psalm 30:5 
is a reality here “…weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in 
the morning.” 

3.  Never mistake shadows for reality

We must never make the mistake of 
regarding a shadow as reality 
because it can scare us to death. 
The shadow always appears quite 
larger than the reality and the devil 
loves to make our dark valleys look 
insurmountable. Satan wants to 
paralyse, frustrate, discourage and 
cause us to lose our faith in God, 
however, shadows cannot kill. 
Shadows can be deceptive. 

The psalmist refers to his experience 
as being in the “valley of the shadow 
of death.”  The 19th century Baptist 

preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
in his “Treasury of David” makes the 
following observation on our text by 
saying “…this is not the valley of 
death; but the valley of the shadow of 
death. There is no true death for the 
believer. To cast a shadow there has 
to be light and thus as we see the 
shadow of death we should focus 
upon the light source and not the 
object forming the shadow.” 

Pastor Rick Warren in his Daily Hope 
devotional, entitled “In the Valley of 
the Shadow, Look to the Light” 
comments on the text under 
consideration this way: 
“Wherever there’s a shadow, there 
has to be a light. You cannot have a 
shadow without light. Therefore, the 
key when you are going through the 
valley of the shadow is to turn your 
back on the shadow and look at the 
light. Because as long as you keep 
your eyes on the light—Jesus, the 
light of the world—the shadow won’t 
scare you.”   To this, I say amen! 

The light is reality.  In the largest and 
darkest shadow, light is there. If we 
keep walking through our ‘shadow of 
death’ experiences with our faith 
anchored in the “Light of the World”, 
we without a shadow of a doubt will 
be victorious over life’s challenges. 

In conclusion, Philip Keller an 

Australian shepherd whose 
wonderful little book A Shepherd 
Looks at Psalm 23 includes this 
powerful thought:  
“It is a most reassuring and 
reinforcing experience to the child of 
God to discover that there is, even in 
the dark valley, a source of strength 
and courage to be found in God. It is 
when he can look back over life and 
see how the shepherd’s hand has 
guided and sustained him in the 
darkest hours that renewed faith is 
engendered.. I know of nothing 
which so stimulates my faith in my 
heavenly Father as to look back and 
reflect on His faithfulness to me in 
every crisis and every chilling 
circumstance of life. Over and over 
He has proved His care and concern 
for my welfare. Again and again I 
have been conscious of the Good 
shepherd’s guidance through dark 
days and deep valleys. All of this 
multiplies my confidence in Christ.” 
Pg. 78-79.
 
May our dark days and deep valley 
experiences also lead us to a deeper 
involvement and confidence with our 
God.  I sincerely pray that they will 
boost our courage and strength to 
victoriously face whatever dark 
valley we encounter. 

Dr.  Clinton Lewis is president of the 
Grenada Conference.

President Toney Mapp, Tobago Mission

…I Will Fear No Evil For Thou Art With Me Psalm 23:4 (b)
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the Lord restores his soul even 
satisfying him with drink from a 
stream that is so deep and plentiful 
that the water is still. The water does 
not ripple so as to make the sheep 
afraid of its own reflection.

He then makes us picture the 
shepherd leading in the right path 
and in that process he causes us to 
understand that the shepherd leads 
us for the sake of his name. We must 
understand that when the Shepherd 
calls us to walk right, it is because 
His name is the one being 
threatened and discredited.  People 
will talk about him, so He makes us 
to walk so that when people talk they 
would have good things to say and 
to that extent they might even 
choose him to be their Shepherd too.
The shepherd then, according to the 
psalmist, may cause the right path to 
wind down through the valley of the 
shadow of death, but since we know 
that He only leads us in right places 
then there’s nothing to fear. Even 
when there is the likelihood of death 
itself, the tacit, defenseless, and 
often timid sheep, can be without 
fear.

I like what one writer says. Fear is 
False Evidence Appearing Real.  
Fear is that unpleasant emotion 
caused by the threat of danger pain 
or harm.  It is an unnerving emotional 
state that results from the sense 
about someone or something that is 
likely to be dangerous, painful, 
harmful, or even fateful, and for 
which we are made prepared 
through fright, for flight or fight or 
even freeze or faint.  In this world in 
which we live people are afraid of 
many things. Entomophobia, is the 
fear of insects.

Ophidiophobia, is the fear of snakes.
Cynophobia, is the fear of dogs. 

Acrophobia, is the fear of heights 
Pteromerhanophobia is the fear of 
flying. 
Claustrophobia is the fear of 
enclosed spaces.  
Agoraphobia is the fear of open 
spaces.

While the psalmist may not be 
primarily talking about any of these 
factors of fear, I will be quick to add 
that the enemy of souls could use 
anything to make us fearful.  He 
could use winds and rain, snow or 
sleet, earthquakes or volcanic 
eruption.  The repeated late home 
coming of your spouse.  Satan will 
use anything to make you fearful. But 
since the psalmist is talking about 
not fearing evil, let’s get to that. 

One writer, Philip A. Pecorino, in his 
book, Philosophy of Religion, speaks 
of two types of evil. The first is natural 
evil. This refers to natural disasters 
such as famines, floods, volcanic 
eruptions and such like.  The second 
he calls moral evil, which covers the 
willful acts of human beings such as 
murder, rape, arson, and such like.  
He further divides both of these into 
physical evil: Bodily pains, emotional 
trauma, mental anguish (illness, war, 
fear and grief for example); and 
Metaphysical evil, which refers to 
such things as injustices by 
institutions such as courts of law that 
fattens lawyers and sets known 
criminals free; and the banks and 
other such institutions of business 
who would rather boast of their fat 
quarterly profits rather than be in a 
position to help the less fortunate 
from becoming the “unfortunate 
less”, in our society. That too is evil.

The psalmist does not take time to 
make such distinction as Pecorino. 
He simply says, I will fear no evil. No 
kind, no time.  Whether the source is 

nature or nurture, natural, unnatural 
or supernatural. No kind, no time.

If such evil comes from the hands of 
men or the horns and teeth of 
beasts. I will fear no evil. No time, no 
kind. If it comes from the hand of the 
devil directly, or via the permissive 
will of God as was the case of Job, I 
will fear no evil. No kind, no time.

No minister of God can afford to let 
evil back them into a corner, afraid to 
come out to face every day and fight 
for your church; for your family; and 
for God.  No evil must cause me as a 
man or a woman of God, to leave my 
post of duty in the church, that I’ve 
been assigned me by God.   And 
most of all, evil must never let us turn 
our backs on our God, even if it 
comes to us through the will of God.  
Job declares to all of us “though He 
slays me yet will I trust Him.” I guess 
he will further counsel all, yes each 
of us, to just “wait till your change 
comes”.

So many persons walk away from 
God to the house of the obeah man 
because of the fear of evil. Some 
walk out of the church because of 
the fear of evil. Pastors and other 
church leaders lose their God-center 
as they perceive evil from 
Administration, fellow colleagues, or 
even church members.  I know of too 
many pastors who have left the 
ministry because of the bitterness 
they developed due to their 
beholding the behavior of those in 
whom they were disappointed. It is a 
terrible place to be when the evil you 
saw and experienced without, ends 
up within. Oh yes, you know when 
the evil has moved from outside to 
inside, when you can only love those 
who love you.  To this Jesus would 
ask in Matthew 5:47, if you’ll behave 
like what you hate, how different are 
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you really? (my paraphrase).  In other 
words, the psalmist was saying, 
none of these threatening things 
move me and here is the reason; for 
Thou art with me.

It is not that we possess any skills, 
competencies, brilliance, experience, 
history, heritage, lineage, degrees, in 
which we could trust, to guarantee 
any sort a victory over any form of 
evil. My fellow pastors all that we 
have in this evil world and when we 
face evil situations into which we are 
so often thrust, is this fact, that God 
is with us.

Remember this Lord who is 
Shepherd will never leave you nor 
forsake you.  Don’t You dare forget, 
that He, the Lord, is your refuge and 
your strength; your very present help 
in trouble.  The Lord who is with you 
is your light and salvation, whom 
then shall you fear.  I wish you would 
take time to read the entire Psalm 27.

The promise of God’s divine 
presence is made to ministers like 
the one who had been up to certain 

tricks and was now on the run. In 
Genesis 28:15, He told Jacob, 
"Behold, I am with you and will keep 
you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land. For I will not 
leave you until I have done what I 
have promised you.”

To that minister, Moses, a great 
leader but was having a hard time. 
he told him in Exodus 3:14, “My 
Presence will go with you, and I will 
give you rest.”.

When that intern (Joshua) was on the 
verge of having his own district. He 
said, “When thou goest out to battle 
against thine enemies, and seest 
horses, and chariots, and a people 
more than thou, be not afraid of 
them: for the Lord thy God is with 
thee,…..”. Duet. 20:1

And to all of us feeling overwhelmed 
or in too much heat trying to hold a 
church or a people together, in the 
midst of apostasy, he tells us “When 
you pass through the waters, I will be 
with you; and when you pass 
through the rivers, they will not 

sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be 
burned; the flames will not set you 
ablaze. Isaiah 43:2

To that pastor who is not enjoying the 
small district, or the female pastor 
discouraged, who finds herself with 
support from only a few good men 
and women in her large 
congregation, He reminds us, “For 
where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them”. In case you did 
not notice these are the two smallest 
numbers larger than one, and all that 
matters is that He is there.
 
Finally, I say to every pastor facing 
evil of any kind, everywhere, keep in 
mind and even repeat these words of 
the psalmist to yourself to inspire 
your faith, but make sure you walk in 
it like a prayer, I will fear no evil, for 
thou art with me!

Pastor Toney Mapp is president of 
the Tobago Mission

As you have already discovered, 
Psalm 23 contains some of the most 
precious words inspired and 
recorded in Scripture. Every word in 
this psalm is a blessing and has 
served to give hope, encouragement 
and comfort to billions. It is clear in 
the study of this psalm that David 
wanted to convey that the God of 
heaven - the Good Shepherd yea the 
Great Shepherd cares for and 
sustains His sheep.

It is interesting to note that the 
Kabbalists teach that this psalm has 
special significance to one’s 
livelihood because it has 57 words, 
the numerical value of the word 
“zan,” which means to sustain, and 
227 letters, the numerical value of 
the word “brachah,” which means 
blessing. This strongly suggests that 
God is the source of our care and 
sustenance.

In verse 4b the psalmist noted: "Thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me."  
The shepherd will not only conduct, 
but will convoy, his sheep through 
the valley, where they are in danger 
of being ravaged by the beasts of 
prey.  He will also comfort them when 
they most need comfort. How is the 
sheep comforted one may ask? 
David answered it! His presence 
shall comfort them: Thou art with me, 
therefore I will fear no evil! Amen!

President Leslie Moses, SCC

…Thy Rod & Thy Staff They comfort Me  Psalm 23:4 (c)
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In out text, we read of the rod and the 
staff. Your rod and Your staff, they 
comfort me: The rod and the staff 
were instruments used by a 
shepherd. The idea is of a sturdy 
walking stick, used to gently guide 
the sheep and protect them from 
potential predators.  There is some 
debate among commentators as to 
whether David had the idea of two 
separate instruments (the rod and 
the staff) or one instrument used two 
ways. The Hebrew word for rod 
(shaybet) here seems to simply 
mean “a stick” with a variety of 
applications. The Hebrew word for 
staff (mishaynaw) seems to speak of 
“a support” in the sense of a walking 
stick.

Maclaren writes: “The rod and the 
staff seem to be two names for one 
instrument, which was used both to 
beat off predatory animals and to 
direct the sheep." Whether one or 
two instruments the Great Shepherd 
will help and care for His sheep.

Dr Jim Motes of Clamp Divinity 
School posits that there were three 
uses of the rod and staff:

1. The shepherd used the rod and 
staff to point the way. The shepherd 
knew where to get the best pasture 
for his sheep to graze, be nourished, 
be strengthened and be rested. The 
shepherd knew where he was going 
and where the sheep needed to be. 
The sheep in its own way trusted the 
shepherd's judgement and 
embraced his directed guidance.

The wonderful thing about the Great 
Shepherd is that He directs His 
sheep in the right direction because 
He knows the way. Thank you Jesus! 
He leads His Church! He leads His 
people! He leads each ministerial 
worker and his/her family! All we 

need to do is follow Him!  We are 
sometimes stubborn and want to go 
in our own direction, doing our own 
thing on our own road only to find 
that our own way is a longer, more 
difficult way. God's way sometimes 
seems less productive and less 
progressive but His way is always 
the better way. He knows the way, He 
sees the bigger picture, He knows 
the end from the beginning, all we 
need to do is follow. 

2.   The rod and staff was used by the 
shepherd to protect the sheep from 
danger. There were many ferocious 
beasts in the wild seeking to devour 
the sheep. The shepherd defended 
the sheep at the risk of losing his life.  
David knew something about this, 
remember when he was trying to 
make a case for permission from 
King Saul to fight the giant. He 
confidently told Saul of his 
encounters with a lion and a bear, he 
knew how it felt to be victorious as he 
sought to protect his sheep. 

Rabbi Harold Kushner commenting 
on the rod's role in protecting the 
sheep, notes: "The shepherd threw 
the rod to drive away predators. 
Sometimes he would swing the rod 
to beat them off."  The Great 
Shepherd protects His people. He 
drives away fear, doubt, and guilt 
among other predators seeking to 
destroy the soul.  There can be 
emotional predators that seek to 
destroy us from within. But - Ye are of 
God, little children, and have 
overcome them: because greater is 
he that is in you, than he that is in the 
world. -1 John 4:4

In our Caribbean context, our Great 
Shepherd also protects us from 
bandits, criminals and gangsters.  
He protects us from predators 
outside and inside the church. Yes, 

you must know there are predators 
inside the Church who would try to 
break up our families, who have 
plans for our spouses and our 
children.  He even protects us from 
the mega predator (Satan). We can 
move onward and upward knowing 
that our Great Shepherd will fight 
every battle and ward off the most 
ferocious predators.  For I will 
contend with him that contendeth 
with thee, and I will save thy children. 
-Isaiah 49:25 KJV.

3. The shepherd used his rod and 
staff to prod the sheep.  Sometimes 
the sheep needs to be prodded. This 
is the shepherd's correcting, 
discipline and bringing the sheep 
back on the right path. God will use 
whatever is necessary to prod us 
and bring back on track. He might 
use a sermon or a circumstance, He 
might use an elder or a senior pastor, 
He might even use a spouse or a 
child to prod us. The purpose of this 
prodding is to effect discipline in our 
walk with Him. The bad news is - the 
more we run from it or push back 
against it is the more it will come. Ask 
Saul, who later became Paul, Jesus 
said to him, "It is hard for you to kick 
against the goads (the pricks) Acts 
26:14b. This application of the rod 
and staff is for Ministerial workers 
and their families too, because even 
the holiest among us needs God rod 
of correction and discipline!

As I close, this psalm, Psalm 23 is 
especially important to the Jews and 
should be just as important to our 
ministerial families of the Caribbean 
Union Conference. It should hold a 
special place in family worship and 
Sabbath fellowship.

According  to Rabbi Shlomo Chaim 
Kesselman, "in addition to it (Psalm 
23) being said in times of trouble, 
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This segment of the Shepherd’s 
Psalm presents the reality of the 
nature of the spiritual warfare we find 
ourselves in when we make God our 
Shepherd. It is instructive that the 
text begins with “Thou” and ends 
with “enemies”, but almost in the 
middle of these two opposing forces 
is the personal pronoun “me”. David 
finds himself in the midst of the 
Shepherd’s constructive work and 
his enemies destructive work. One 
thing is certain, and that is, we can 
survive in enemy territory because 
our God, the Good Shepherd takes 
responsibility to shelter us from the 
lethal intents of the enemy. In the 
phrase “Thou preparest a table 
before me in the presence of my 
enemies” we observe three distinct 
features about the Shepherd that 
gives his “sheep” guarantee of 
surviving the enemy: the Shepherd’s 
possession, his provision and his 
protection.

1. The text points out that the 
shepherd “prepares a table”.   
Ronald F. Youngblood points out 
that tables were used for serving 

meals back then.  In fact, many 
biblical commentators have 
chosen to use the word feast 
instead of table, thus giving a 
better picture of the Shepherd’s 
intent for preparing the table. In 
this expression “thou prepares a 
table” the Shepherd is being 
projected as the originator, owner, 
the ultimate source, and the 
producer of a perpetual, 
inexhaustible supply that the 
enemy cannot deny even when his 
sheep are pushed into pastureless 
circumstances.  It is obvious from 
the text that there is no input from 
David in the process of the 
preparation.  He is just the 
recipient of the Shepherd’s gifts, 
wealth and abundance.  James 
1:17 declares “Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father 
of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of 
turning”.  

It is believed, that David’s 
overwhelming conclusion about 
the Shepherd was influenced by 

his experience after Absalom, his 
son, rebelled against him and 
sought to dethrone and kill him (2 
Samuel 15); David had to make an 
unceremonious exit from 
Jerusalem.  It was in this fugitive 
state that he made his way to 
Gilead where he met Barzillai who 
became a friend and ally (2 
Samuel 17: 21-29), -  a wealthy 
man who provided him with 
shelter, food, raiment and other 
comforts for his survival.   Just as 
David didn’t work to earn the 
favour of Barzillai’s physical 
sustenance, in similar manner the 
sustenance we access from the 
Good Shepherd, whether physical 
or spiritual, cannot be earned. The 
Shepherd prepares the table, and 
our role is to come to the feast. 

2. One of the significant observations 
from the text is in the positioning of 
the table: “thou preparest a table 
before me”. Whatever the 
Shepherd owns, he makes 
accessible to his sheep.  It is 
consistent with who the Shepherd 
is: a giving, caring, altruistic 

and as part of the specific set of 
psalms recited on behalf of a sick 
person, it is most famously sung on 
Shabbat, during shalosh seudot¸ the 
third Shabbat meal eaten in the 
waning hours of the day. Some even 
say it three times. Some (including 
Chabad) also say it prior to eating 
the other two Shabbat meals (Friday 
night and Saturday morning), as well 
as at the conclusion of Friday night 
services."

Psalm 23 is a psalm for Sabbath 
keepers as it reminds us, as we rest 
from secular activities and money 
making activities, that the God of 
supply will provide all that we need 
including our daily bread. He will 
sustain us as He sustained Israel in 
the wilderness and provided a 
double portion on Sabbath. He will 
comfort us in the midst of all our 
troubles and take us safely over the 
other side of the valley. Trust Him as 

He walks with us - For Thou art with 
me. Amen!

Pastor Leslie Moses is president of the 
South Caribbean Conference.                                    
He believes that as a trustee of 
heavenly realities, the Seventh-day 
Adventist pastor will be highly spiritual 
and passionately professional in every 
aspect of her/his work, knowing that 
the call came from the Most High God

President Exton Clarke, Guyana Conference

“Thou Preparest A Table Before Me In
The Presence Of My Enemies” Psalm 23:5 (a)
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and omnibenevolent God.  
Abraham describes him in 
Genesis 22:14 as Jehovah-Jireh, 
meaning “the Lord will provide”.  
Stephen Miller in commenting on 
Psalm 23:5 identifies it as “a 
metaphor of royalty”.  He inserts 
the perspective that “as King of 
Israel, David could lavish his 
guests with more food than they 
could possibly eat.  If David could 
do this how much more could the 
King of Kings offer his guest.”  

With such an image of God in 
mind, we can be encouraged that 
God will prove Himself to be an 
abundant provider to those who 
make him their shepherd. Even 
though the actions of the enemy 
often pushes us into deprivation of 
some sort, the Shepherd never 
leaves us to suffer at the brutal 
hand of the enemy.  The SDA Bible 
Commentary Vol. 3 says “David 
now represents himself as a guest 
in God’s banquet hall.  Jehovah is 
even more than a shepherd – He is 
a king, lavishing upon his guest 
the bounties of his table.” This 
picture of being a guest at the 
King’s table especially in the 
presence of enemies shows that 
the King holds us in very high 
regard.  

It is for this reason that “before 
me” stands out as significant in 
the text.  “Before me” speaks of 
fellowship, relationship and 
intimacy.  One cannot access the 
gifts of the Shepherd in lavishing 
measures unless he accepted as 
my shepherd.  The value the 
Shepherd has for his sheep is 
clearly expressed in Luke 15 when 
the Shepherd’s attention is 
redirected from 99 in the stall to 
the one missing in the wilderness.  

The care of the Father for us is 
eloquently highlighted in this act.  
David presents the Shepherd as a 
personal God who gives 
personalised attention and honor 
to those in his care.  

3. One Old Testament scholar, 
Jerome Creach, says “A close 
reading of Psalm 23:5 shows 
God’s extravagant care of the 
Psalmist.  The verse shifts the 
imagery from the Shepherd to the 
host.   As host, God gives refuge 
to the Psalmist beset by enemies. 
” If there was one man who knew 
what it was to dwell in enemy 
territory and survive, it was David.  
“In the presence of mine 
enemies” was no theory for 
David, it was his ongoing reality. 
He knew Saul on the outside and 
Absalom on the inside.  In fact, he 
had many enemies, some for 
reasons he could not understand.  
In Psalm 69:4 he confirms that 
“They that hate me without cause 
are more than the hairs of my 
head”.  Very early in Psalm 3:1 he 
records: “Lord how are they 
increased that trouble me. Many 
are they that rise up against me.” 

I agree with Anne Sophie Swetchie 
when she suggests “In order to 
have an enemy, one must be 
somebody.  One must be a force 
before he can be resisted by 
another force.”  It is evident that 
the greater our value to God, the 
greater our potential to be used for 
His glory, the greater will be the 
enemy’s attack on our lives.  
Anyone like David who commits to 
leadership of God’s people will be 
plagued by the hand of the enemy.  
What is admirable about David is 
that he refused to retaliate or “get 
even” even when he was 

stretched to his limit.  He simply 
remained composed and trusted 
in his able protector to fight for 
him. When we are under the Good 
Shepherd’s care we can be 
assured of the promise in Isaiah. 
54:17 which states “No weapon 
that is formed against thee shall 
prosper, and every tongue that 
rise against thee in judgement 
thou shalt condemn…”.  

So don’t be discouraged by the 
frustrating activity of your 
enemies, just be encouraged that 
the most desperate attack you can 
ever face, will become God’s 
opportunity to cultivate your 
character and elevate you into 
your divine destination.  When we 
get to the place where we realize 
that our enemies are really God’s 
enemies, we can stand in enemy 
territory with confidence knowing 
that the battle is the Lord’s!

One day if we remain faithful, we 
will feast at the table of love with 
the Good Shepherd, a position 
that Satan, our chief enemy will 
never be able to deny us. What a 
privilege it will be to feast with the 
Shepherd at his banqueting table, 
as Revelation 19:9 says, “Blessed 
are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the lamb”.  
Ultimately, we shall not only 
experience the Shepherd’s 
possession, provision and 
protection, but we shall embrace 
his presence for all eternity.

Our Prayer Focus:
1. Absolute dependence on  
 God for his sustained   
 provisions and blessings on  
 a daily basis.

 2. Deepen faith in God so as to  
 be prepared and ready to  
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 deal with unexpected   
 tragedies and challenges.
3. Display confidence in God  
 as a witness to others so as  
 to inspire them to come to  
 know and love him as the  
 Good Shepherd.

Pastor Exton Clarke is the president of 
the Guyana Conference.                                                             

His vision for ministry is that every 
pastor will truly be a spiritual and

professional leader, who is convicted 
about the message and mission of                                                       
the Seventh-day Adventist church. 
That ministry will be a place where 

there is genuine commitment to 
service, and a passion to cultivate the 

giftedness of every member,
thus creating a platform for 

collaboration and partnership in 
executing and fulfilling God’s agenda 

for the world.

“Thou anointest my head with oil; my 
cup runneth over.”  Psalm 23:5b

There were at least three occasions 
where Jews and other surrounding 
nations anointed someone, namely, 
the ordinary anointing; official 
anointing; anointing as an adjunct to 
healing.  
1. The ‘ordinary anointing’ served 

to facilitate personal cleanliness 
and freshness, often performed 
upon guests as a matter of 
conventional courtesy. In these 
cases, the Bible uses the Hebrew 
word “Suk” or the Greek word 
“aleiphô”. Examples of ordinary 
anointing are found in 2 Samuel 
12: 20 when David anointed 
himself after the death of his son; 
Daniel 10: 3 when Daniel was 
shown the future of his people and 
Matthew 6: 17 when Jesus taught 
His disciples about fasting.

2. Official anointing. This kind of 
anointing was performed at or 
before the accession of prophets, 
priests and kings to office. In this 
sense Elijah anointed Elisha (1 
Kings 19: 16); Aaron and his sons 
were approved for the priesthood 
(Exodus 30: 30); the tabernacle 
was prepared for its role in Israel’s 

worship of God (Exodus 40:9); 
and Saul (1 Samuel 9: 16), David 
(1 Samuel 16: 12), Solomon (1 
Kings 1: 34) were all anointed as 
kings. When these officers were 
anointed, the Hebrew word 
generally used was “Mashach”, 
from which “Mashiach”, an 
anointed one or “Messiah” is 
derived.

3. Anointing as an adjunct to healing.  
This type of anointing is 
occasionally seen through the 
medical and symbolic illustrations. 
Examples of such are noted in 
Mark 6: 13; James 5: 14 &15; and 
Revelation 3: 18” (SDA Bible 
Dictionary page 48)

The Christian has the privilege of 
living every day with the fresh 
anointing he receives from God. 
Without this daily anointing, it is 
impossible to live a life in agreement 
with God's will and to fulfil his daily 
duties. We need unction to function. 
We need the daily baptism or the 
daily anointing of the Holy Spirit. In 
life we are confronted with 
opposition, discouragement, failure, 
problems and disappointments, but 
if we are invigorated daily by the 
anointing of our divine Shepherd 

then we will receive new power, 
energy and grace to continue on the 
Christian path. “God will not suffer 
one of His truehearted workers to be 
left alone, to struggle against great 
odds and be overcome. He 
preserves everyone as a precious 
jewel whose life is hid with Christ in 
Him,” (Ministry of Healing page 212).

According to the Israel Bible 
commentators, ‘some Bible 
translators got it all wrong when they 
translated the Hebrew word 
DISHANTA, from the root DSHN, into 
anoint. The problem according to 
this source is that the Hebrew word 
for anoint – MASHACH from the 
Hebrew root MSHCH – does not 
appear in this verse. The word in our 
verse is DISHANTA which is from the 
root D-SH-N. And guess what? 
D-SH-N does not mean anoint.’ 

‘The root D-SH-N actually means “to 
fatten”, “make healthy” or “make 
fresh.” The translators all chose to 
translate this word as anointed in our 
verse because, what else do you do 
to someone’s head with oil?  But if 
King David wanted to write anointed 
in this verse, he would have done 
exactly that! Instead, he chose to 
use the word D-SH-N.’ 

President Edward Blackman, Suriname Mission

“Thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.”  Psalm 23:5 (b)
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So, what does the verse mean when 
it writes “You have 
freshened/fattened my head with 
oil?” It is suggesting that in our verse 
the psalmist is praising the Lord for 
giving him everything he needs to 
defeat his enemies, including the 
confidence to be victorious. In effect, 
he says to the Lord, “You have 
anointed me with oil. And through 
this anointing You have given me the 
strength, vibrancy, and confidence 
that I need to be victorious.”

With my cup runneth over, David 
seems to think primarily of the cup of 
joy of the Lord. “God gives 
unstintingly of His mercies, press 
down and running over”. It is a joy to 
be a child of God and to enjoy His 
mercies day by day. Secondly, it is 
also possible that David is talking 
about material prosperity since He 
was blessed abundantly by God 
(SDA Bible Commentary vol 3, page 
687). It is striking that the cup 
runneth over, in other words, is filled 
with numerous blessings from God, 
that are made available to each one 
in order for him to live a victorious 
Christian life.  Because of the 
abundance of God's blessings, the 
Psalmist has the assurance that God 
will always be present for him and 
will always provide for his physical, 
emotional, financial, social and 
spiritual needs.  Today, we can have 
this assurance once we remain 
connected to Him.   

When God makes our cup to run 
over and pours blessings 
abundantly upon us, we must seek 
to treasure such and also aim to live 
in agreement with His holy will. King 
Solomon had basically received 
more from God than he had prayed 
for. He asked for wisdom, but he also 
gained wealth, honor, great influence 
and power. Unfortunately, this did 

not prevent Solomon from following 
his own desires and passion. 

When Solomon disconnected 
himself from God, the consequences 
could no longer to be overlooked.  
Ellen G White emphasized such as 
she said, “From being one of the 
greatest kings that ever wielded a 
scepter, Solomon became a 
profligate, the tool and slave of 
others. His character, once noble 
and manly, became enervated and 
effeminate. His faith in the living God 
was supplanted by atheistic doubts. 
Unbelief marred his happiness, 
weakened his principles, and 
degraded his life. The justice and 
magnanimity of his early reign were 
changed to despotism and tyranny. 
Poor, frail human nature! God can do 
little for men who lose their sense of 
dependence upon Him.” (Prophets 
and Kings, page 58)

History tells us that during anointing 
practices not only the head was 
anointed but other parts of the body 
as well.  Just imagine with me a 
narrative that was once beautifully 
penned depicting a scene 
highlighting the way the shepherd 
cared for his sheep at the end of the 
day.
   
‘The day is drawing to a close, the 
golden orb of light has sunk to rest, 
and the shadows are creeping up 
the hills. The hush of night is falling 
round, and the shepherd must 
gather his flock into the fold. The 
labors, the journeys, the trials, the 
wanderings of the day are over, and 
now comes the time for rest. It is a 
scene full of peace, and the sheep 
greet its approach with feelings of 
restful anticipation. Many of them are 
foot-sore and lame; many have 
received bruises and scratches 
during the journeying’s of the day; 

some have gaping and bleeding 
wounds from the attacks of wild 
beasts; while others are simply tired 
out and exhausted from the long 
walks and steep climbing of hills. 
The shepherd knows all this, and 
before leading them into rest he 
takes care to see that the wounds of 
all are dressed and soothed, so that 
nothing shall disturb the sweet 
repose of their sleep. For this 
purpose, he stands at the door of the 
fold as the sheep pass in. He has 
olive oil and cedar-tar to use as 
healing ointments for their wounds, 
and he has cool, refreshing water for 
those that are worn and weary.  
Lovingly and tenderly he regards 
each member, as one by one they 
enter into rest; and they that are 
wounded or over-weary he holds 
back with his rod, till their scars and 
sores are duly cared for and made 
ready for the night's repose.’

That is how the Good Shepperd 
treats His children. We must always 
remember that God loves us with an 
everlasting love, an indescribable 
love. As His love extends for us, do 
we trust Him as we ought to? Do we 
believe with Childlike confidence 
that He stands ready to forgive and 
to bless us if we humbly and 
sincerely seek Him?  Will we allow 
Him to anoint you today so that you 
can be vessels used by Him?

‘Thou anointest my head with oil; my 
cup runneth over,’ an amazing act of 
kindness and concern awaits each 
one of us today.    
 

Pastor Edward Blackman is 
president of the Suriname Mission.  

His vision for the ministry is that 
pastors will be role models in our 
churches and communities and 
servant leaders.  As pastors, he 

says, we should go back to our core 
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activities and responsibilities, be 
fervent students of the word of God, 

train members to make disciples for 
Christ and assist them to stay in a 

saving relationship with Him.

All week, pastors, our spouses and 
our children have been listening to 
messages originating from what is 
probably the best known and best 
loved of all the psalms, Psalm 23, 
The Shepherd Psalm. The 23rd 
Psalm bears a simple title ‘A Psalm 
of David’. Written by “David the son 
of Jessie” and the “sweet psalmist of 
Israel” (2 Samuel 23:1), it has also 
been differently called “The Pearl of 
Psalms” and “The Nightingale 
Psalm” (SDA Bible Commentary, 
vol.3, p.685). David grew up and 
worked as a shepherd and therefore 
knew a lot about sheep and 
shepherding.

During this week we were reminded 
that the Shepherd of Psalm 23 cared 
for David in a remarkable way. The 
Shepherd leads, restores, delivers, 
comforts and anoints the sheep. This 
is a truly amazing picture of a 
compassionate Shepherd. In short, 
we were presented with ideas of the 
Divine Shepherd’s ability to 
abundantly preserve, protect and 
provide for the sheep or flock. 

This verse reminds me of the fourth 
and concluding stanza of one of my 
favorite morning worship hymns, 
Lord, in the Morning. Written by 
Isaac Watts, it says that:

The men that love and fear Thy name                                                                                                                  
Shall see their hopes fulfilled;                                                                                                                                       
The mighty God will compass them                                                                                                                     
With favor as a shield.                                                                                                                

These affirmative poetic lines echo 
that of Psalm 23 in certain ways. For 
certain, those who put their trust in 
the Divine Shepherd and allow Him 
to lead them will experience present 
and future spiritual blessings. As 
Psalm 5:12 says, “For thou, Lord, wilt 
bless the righteous; with favour wilt 
thou compass him with a shield.” 

Psalm 23:6 is David’s concluding 
personal testimony about the true 
Shepherd. This closing verse, in 
accordance with the rules of 
grammar, consists of two parts. They 
open before us two consolatory 
themes or questions for discussion. 
Let us now allow the charming and 
attractive ideas of the last words of 
Psalm 23 to engage our attention 
fully.

Question 1: Do I trust in the 
certainty of God’s goodness and 
mercy? 
First, the word “Surely” speaks of 
assurance. It is emphatic! The 
goodness and mercy of God is 
assured. There is no feeling of 
uncertainty or lack of conviction, on 
David’s part, as regards the matter of 
the certainty of God’s goodness and 
mercy. According to Charles 
Spurgeon “This is a fact as 
indisputable as it is encouraging and 
therefore a heavenly verily or ‘surely’ 
is set as a seal upon it.” It’s neither 
challengeable nor deniable. No 
wonder Ellen G. White observes that 

“Through tempting man to sin, Satan 
hoped to counteract the tide of 
divine love flowing to the human 
race; but, instead of this, his work 
resulted in calling forth new and 
deeper manifestations of God’s 
mercy and goodness” (Testimonies 
for the Church, vol. 7, p.87). Our 
struggles with sin and Satan, don’t 
make uncertain the mercy and 
goodness of God. Rather as Paul 
says it is “the goodness of God” that 
leads us to repentance (Romans 
2:4). Because God is “merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and 
abounding in goodness and truth,” 
(Exodus 34:6).

Hence, the question: “Do I, as a 
pastor, trust in the goodness and 
mercy of God?” We can’t afford to 
forget the sure and certain all 
sufficiency of God’s mercy and 
goodness. This really is our blessed 
assurance, that we have been 
purchased of God and washed in 
the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 
Our assurance of salvation must be 
anchored in the sure mercies and 
goodness of God. Not in our pastoral 
abilities and evangelistic, electoral 
and academic achievements; or in 
the appraisal and applause we 
receive from our colleagues and 
members. We must be confident of 
this one thing, that the abundant 
goodness and sure and certain 
mercies of God is superabundant 
for my spiritual wellbeing. Like 

Pastor Richard Avert James, Immediate Past President, Guyana Conf.

Surely Goodness & Mercy
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long” Psalm 23:6 (NRSV)



This is a profound statement of 
absolute confidence in a generous, 
caring, loving, compassionate, 
forgiving and merciful God.  Life is 
not only complicated, it is also 
interesting and sometimes even 
inspiring. As I read the letter of this 

assignment with the suggested 
commentary on "Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life," before seeing 
deadlines and doing any reflection 
or research, my mind immediately 
filled with the music of Ralph 

Carmichael's song entitled the New 
23rd, which begins with the words, 
"Because the Lord is my Shepherd I 
have everything that I need."  What 
an assurance!

This Psalm is not a favourite and 
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David, our declaration ought to be 
“But I have trusted in Your mercy: My 
heart shall rejoice in Your salvation” 
(Psalm 13:5). 
         
Do I think of the continuity of 
God’s goodness and mercy?  
Psalm 23 closes with David 
expressing confidence in the future 
manifestations of God’s goodness 
and mercy on his life. He is thinking 
about the continuity of God’s 
goodness and mercy. His conviction 
like that of Paul is that “Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever” (Hebrews 13:8). 
Consequently, he ends the psalm 
“with a profession of absolute 
confidence in Jehovah to lead His 
child lovingly through this life and to 
entertain him as His guest to the end 
of his days” (SDA Bible Commentary, 
vol. 3, p. 685). How often do we as 
pastors meditate on the continual 
goodness and mercy of God to us? 
Ellen G. White says that “The 
acknowledgment of God’s goodness 
… invigorates the mind. God is very 
near and is pleased to see His gifts 
appreciated” (Testimonies for the 
Church, vol. 7, p.87). 

Ask yourself today, “How often do I 
acknowledge the continual 

goodness and mercy of the Lord to 
me and my family, in terms of 
spiritual blessings?”  We are talking 
here about going to bed and or 
getting out of bed with a feeling of 
gratitude; a grateful feeling that is 
directly linked to our meditations 
about God’s goodness and mercy 
which has followed us every day and 
everywhere. Interestingly, there is 
something crucial about the word 
“follow” in Psalm 23:6. It’s a 
translation of the Hebrew word 
radaph that means “to run after; 
chase, hunt, to pursue.” So God’s 
goodness and mercy pursue me in 
order to catch me every day. God’s 
goodness and mercy ‘ran after’ 
Adam and his wife in Garden of 
Eden! God’s goodness and mercy 
‘followed’ Cain after he killed his 
brother Abel! God’s goodness and 
mercy ‘followed’ David all the days of 
his life; “the black days as well as the 
bright days, the days of fasting as 
well as the days of feasting, the 
dreary days of winter as well as the 
bright days of summer. Goodness 
supplies our needs, and mercy blots 
out our sins” (THE TREASURY OF 
DAVID Vol. 1 by C. H. Spurgeon). 

 God’s goodness and mercy have 
‘followed’ pastors and their families 

in the Caribbean Union Conference 
over the period of its existence. So 
we must continue to trust in the 
certainty and think of the continuity 
of God’s goodness and mercy. And, 
as Ellen G. White perceptively states 
“While we review, not the dark 
chapters in our experience, but the 
manifestations of God's great mercy 
and unfailing love, we shall praise far 
more than complain. We shall talk of 
the loving faithfulness of God as the 
true, tender, compassionate 
shepherd of His flock, which He has 
declared that none shall pluck out of 
His hand” (Testimonies for the 
Church, vol. 6, p.367). “Surely, 
goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life: and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever.”

Our Prayer Focus:
Pray that pastors and their families 
will develop the discipline of daily 
meditating and pondering in their 
hearts the certainty and continuity of 
God’s great mercy and goodness 
toward His sheep.

Richard Avert James is the 
immediate past president of the 
Guyana Conference.  He sees a 
pastor as one who is a preacher, 
teacher, intercessor and nurturer.

Pastor Silton Browne, Immediate Past President of the North Caribbean Conference 

Authentic Eternal Security
Psalm 23:6(a)"Surely goodness & mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life" 



familiar Psalm without cause. It is 
majestic as it is pastoral, poetic as it 
is dramatic, it is pragmatic as it is 
emotional. David wrote out of his 
experience as a shepherd of sheep, 
but seeing God as a better 
Shepherd of him (David) than he 
(David) was of his sheep. It is poetry 
in praise of his Creator, his Provider 
and Friend. In this psalm David saw 
God as the Good Shepherd.

When we look at the first word of our 
text "surely" (vs.6), it is loaded with 
significance by both the substance 
of the word itself (certainty), and by 
the location (after establishing 
several benefits from the Good 
Shepherd). Let's review them 
quickly! Because the Lord is my 
shepherd: 1. I shall not want. 2. He 
makes me lie down in green 
pastures. 3. He provides relaxation 
besides still waters. 4. He restores 
my soul. 5. He leads me in the right 
places, for His glory. 6. I will not fear 
even in the face of death because 
He is with me. 7. His discipline is 
appropriate and comforting.  8. He 
provides for me while my enemies 
are watching. 9. When I need 
healing he readily anoints me. 10. He 
blesses me to the point where I can 
share with others. On the basis of 
these authentic facts and 
experiences, I am certain, I am 
absolutely confident, beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, "surely" I know 
that only "goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life."

When I began my ministry in 1975, I 
had a favourite sermon which I felt 
compelled to preach in every church 
that I served as a pastor. It was 
entitled "The Assured Christian." My 
motivation was rooted in hearing the 
Evangel icals(Sunday-keeping) 
confidently saying "I AM SAVED" 
while Adventists (Sabbath-keeping) 

were "hoping to be saved if we are 
faithful." I perceived a lack of 
confidence or Christian assurance in 
our stance as contrasted to our 
Evangelical brethren. So I preached 
Christian assurance in my home 
church in Liberta, in the five 
churches in Montserrat in the first 
half of 1976, in St. John VI late 1976, 
in the three churches in Tortola in 
1979 et cetera. My closing hymn was 
always #608 in the old Church 
Hymnal, "Blessed Assurance Jesus 
Is Mine." A key passage in that 
sermon was 1 John 5, especially 
verse 13 "... that ye may know that ye 
have eternal life..."  I did not 
reference Psalm 23 in that message, 
but now as I study this Psalm in 
preparation of this assignment, I am 
finding confidence and assurance 
oozing out of every line of the 
passage. We would do well to know 
and trust Jesus as David did his 
Shepherd.

The SDA Bible Commentary, volume 
3, page 686 shares this insightful 
thought: "The Shepherd provides 
rest, refreshment, nourishment, 
restoration, fellowship, guidance, 
deliverance from fear, comfort, 
security, victory over enemies. What 
more can the Christian ask? 
Nevertheless, the psalmist proceeds 
to emphasize these evidences of 
Jehovah's goodness and adds to 
them by employing a different figure, 
that of a gracious Host." David 
represented himself as a guest in 
God's banquet hall as the 
beneficiary of a king's lavish feast. 

Today I drove behind a car that had 
the message on its rear glass that 
said, "IT SHALL BE WELL WITH THE 
RIGHTEOUS" I immediately thought 
of our theme. Indeed, when in our 
helplessness and sheep-like 
surrender we make the Lord our 

Shepherd, and are committed to 
following Him implicitly, we can face 
the future with confidence and with 
the calm assurance that "It shall be 
well with the righteous." We are not 
talking about arrogant 
self-righteousness here. We are 
focusing on the benefits of God's 
amazing grace when we would have 
messed up, but sought and received 
forgiveness. As Julia H. Johnston 
wrote in 1911:

"Sin and despair, like the sea 
waves cold,/ Threaten the soul with 
infinite loss;          
Grace that is greater-- yes, grace 
untold/ Points to the Refuge, the 
mighty Cross.
Grace, grace, God's grace,/ Grace 
that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God's grace,/ Grace 
that that is greater than all our sin." 

As David projects his future life in the 
light of the glorious past treatment of 
the Good Shepherd, he personifies 
"goodness" and "mercy" as his 
companions for the rest of his life. 
They were like two angels following 
him through thick and thin, through 
dark days and bright days, through 
feast days and fast days. He knew 
that he was limited and weak and 
needed to depend upon a higher 
source of strength to succeed in life. 
He had encountered and 
experienced that reliable source of 
strength, care and protection. The 
enduring nature of the relationship 
was "surely" established. So now, at 
the end of the psalm he gives a sort 
of parenthetical summary or a logical 
analysis of where his future stands in 
the company of the Good Shepherd. 
What a joy to know that in spite of our 
limitations and mistakes we can be 
confident that the "goodness" and 
"mercy" of God will follow us to the 
end of our lives. This is GRACE, 
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Nestled in the Book that showcases 
Hebrew poetry at its absolute best, the 
Twenty-Third Psalm is one of the 
beloved portions of Holy Scripture 
because it is appropriate for all 
seasons.  It stands as a masterpiece 
of Hebrew religious poetry and 
literature in general where imagery, 
metaphors, and subtlety all convey 
profound truths for the people of God 
in short, concise phrases.
  
The Psalmist David, its author, also 
called the ‘Shepherd King’ draws on 
his experience as he looks at the 
relationship between God and His 
covenant people and draws the 

correlation between the Shepherd and 
the Sheep. It is a reflection and a fitting 
analogy of the intimate covenant 
relationship between God and His 
people (Ezekiel 34). Yes, “The Lord is 
my Shepherd, I shall not want” 
(Ps.23:1). 

Life in a fallen world often seems 
empty and unfulfilled. Just being a 
sinner and living among sinners will 
deposit in our psyche the horrible 
feelings of inadequacy and 
insufficiency. From the cradle to the 
grave, our perennial pursuits are spent 
pushing ourselves to outrun the fear of 
not having enough or not being 

enough. We have all struggled at one 
time or another with the feeling of 
being over our heads, or not 
measuring up, which often drives us to 
a point of exhaustion and 
exasperation. We often ponder these 
questions: Do I have enough love for a 
lifetime of marriage? Do I have enough 
moral courage to remain pure and 
righteous in an impure world? Do I 
have enough wisdom to navigate the 
twists and turns of life? Do I have 
enough gifts and abilities to fulfill what, 
I sense, is God’s will for my life?
 
However, Psalm 23:1 meets us at the 
end of our questions and at the point 

of our crises as it declares 
unequivocally: “The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want!” It 
reverberates with confidence and 
sufficiency. There is absolutely no 
sense of insufficiency for God is 
enough. He is sufficient!  Scholars 
believe that David may have written 
this psalm after he had clocked 
enough miles on the odometer of life. 
He had known fears and personal 
failures. He had been alone and lonely 
and had faced many enemies. He had 
been discomforted, dismissed and 
dispossessed.  He had come close to 
the valley of the shadow of death and 
had been in need. Yet he declares that 
God is enough. Dipping his pen in 
inspiration, he wrote this timeless truth 
which is still relevant for every 
contemporary Christian dogged by a 
sense of inadequacy.  The two truths 
that I wish to sermonically exhume 
from the text are: The Person of the 
Shepherd and the Provision of the 
Shepherd. 

David’s sense of confidence, 
adequacy, and sufficiency were 
anchored in the nature and person of 
the Shepherd. The second part of the 
text: “I shall not want” is inextricably 
predicated on the first part of the text. 
The emphasis in the Hebrew grammar 
is in the “LORD.” My Shepherd is 
YAHWEH it reads literally. This is God’s 
covenant name. It really is God’s 
personal, special, and sacred name. 
In fact, when Yahweh was written by 
the Scribes, they would break the pen 
signifying that they had written 
something inestimably sacred.  It was 
rarely pronounced.  It denotes that 
God is self-existent, and self- 
sufficiency. He exists by virtue of his 
own nature. He was never created or 
come into being.  He is the beginner 
who began the beginning.  He was the 
beginner before the beginning began. 
He is timeless and eternal. We live in 

three tenses:  past, present, and future 
but God lives in the eternal present. 
He is indeed the one who was, who is, 
and who is to come (Revelation 1: 8). 
He cannot change because He is 
immutable.  He cannot improve 
because He is perfect. God is 
sufficient in Himself and for Himself so 
He is in need of nothing. He is 
YAHWEH: the “I am that I am.” We are 
dependent because we are the 
creatures of His hand. One preacher 
put it nicely when he said: “God does 
not need me to be me for Him to be 
Him – but I need Him to be Him for me 
to be me.” The beautiful truth is that 
God is always Himself – sufficiently, 
glorious, and timeless.

“I shall not want!” Here David extols 
the Bounty of God! If the Lord is my 
Shepherd, I have everything I need. 
The Lord is my Shepherd, what more 
do I need?  God defines himself with 
an incomplete sentence. Whatever 
you are not He is. Whatever you need 
God to be in order to do His will, He will 
be at the very moment of your need for 
He is the “I am….” (Fill in the blank!). 
Complete the sentence and let God 
prove Himself. Are you hungry? He is 
the bread! Are you in the dark? He is 
the light. Are you lost? He is the way. 
Are you searching? He is the truth. Are 
you in want? He is your Shepherd. 

Verse 1 is indeed the thesis sentence 
of Psalm 23. Everything that follows is 
simply an extrapolation of the verse: I 
shall not want for peace, because “He 
makes me to lie down in green 
pastures.” I shall not want for 
guidance because “He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness.” I shall not 
want for protection for “His rod and 
staff, they comfort me.” I shall not want 
for provision for “He spreads a table 
before me in the presence of my 
enemies.”

A.W.  Tozer summarizes it profoundly, 
“The man who has God and nothing 
else has as much as the man who has 
God and everything else. God is 
everything!” He is Jehovah Raah: ‘the 
Lord is my Shepherd;’ Jehovah- Jireh: 
‘I shall not want;’ Jehovah-Shalom: ‘He 
maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures;’ Jehovah-Rapha: ‘He 
restoreth my soul;’ Jehovah- Tsidkenu: 
‘He leads me in the paths of 
righteousness for His name sake;’ 
Jehovah-Shammah: ‘yeah though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death;’ and Jehovah-Nissi: ‘You 
prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies.’ The hymn 
writer accurately portrayed Him as: 
“The King of Love my Shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never, I 
nothing lack if I am His, and He is mine 
forever” (SDA Hymnal # 197).

The story is told of an actor who was 
known for his recitations of the 
classics.  He always ended his 
performances with the dramatic recital 
of Psalm 23.  Each night, without 
exception, as the actor began his 
recitation of this Psalm, the crowd 
would listen attentively and then rise 
with thunderous applause in 
appreciation of the actor’s ability to 
bring the Psalm to life. One night, just 
before the actor was to offer his 
customary recital of the Psalm, a 
young man from the audience spoke 
up, “Sir, would you mind if, tonight, I 
recite Psalm 23?” The actor was 
surprised. However, he invited the 
young man to do so.  Softly, the young 
man began to recite the words of the 
Psalm.  When he was finished, there 
was no applause or standing ovation. 
All that could be heard was the sound 
of weeping.  The audience had been 
so moved by the youth’s recitation that 
every eye was tearful. Amazed by 
what he had experienced, the actor 
queried: “I don’t understand. I have 

compound Jehovahistic titles:
1. Jehovah-raah - (Jehovah my 

Shepherd)
2. Jehovah-jireh - (Jehovah provides) 

I shall not want...
3. Jehovah-rapha - (Jehovah heals) 

He restores my soul
4. Jehovah- shalom - (Jehovah our 

Peace) He leadeth me beside still 
waters...

5. Jehovah-tsidkenu - (Jehovah our 
Righteousness) He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness...

6. Jehovah-shammah - (Jehovah ever 
Present) I will fear no evil for thou 
art with me...

7. Jehovah-nissi - (Jehovah our 
Banner) Thou preparest a table 
before me in the presence of my 
enemies...

David, on reviewing his storied life 
asserts: "Look at where Yahweh 
brought him from!"  1 Samuel 
16:1-18:7. In the ancient household 
the youngest was assigned the 
meanest task. We recall Jesse’s 
disappointment when Samuel 
rejected the elder brothers, and 
enquired, is there anyone left? God 
chose David and created a future for 
him. The Omnipotent, 
Compassionate God, is enough and 
with Him we lack nothing!

Psalm 23 reaches its crescendo in 
the transition from shepherd to divine 
Host. Jehovah does three things to 
regale David; spreads a victory table 
in the presence of enemies; anoints 
him with oil, and fills his cups to 
overflowing with goodness, mercy.  
David was not served ‘leftovers, he 
received abundant provisions of 
significance, and security. 
The Jehovahistic imagery is 
repeated in the New Testament as 
the Good Shepherd makes 
everything better for His sheep. John 
10:1-15.  John uses compound 

Jehovahistic titles comparable to the 
Psalmist’s... You see, Jesus did not 
come to name a shepherd, He is the 
Good Shepherd. He didn’t come to 
preach the gospel He is the Gospel.  
He didn’t come to show the door, He 
is the Door. He announced:
• I AM the bread of life.
• I AM the light of the world.
• I AM the way and the truth 
and the life.

We needed salvation, He’s Saviour. 
We can't earn it, it's free, due the 
generosity of the One who gave His 
life.  Those He came to save hung 
Him on a cross, naked for the world 
to see, and so doing He secured our 
redemption, declaring: "I give unto 
them eternal life... and no one can 
pluck them out of my hands. John 
10: 27 – 29.  That’s why Paul could 
confess; “But my God shall supply 
all your need according to His 
riches…”  Philippians 4:19. Jehovah 
satisfies!
 
The Saviour offers good 
shepherding but instead some reject 
Him; others ignore Him.  Some 
compromise their devotion for some 
temporary comfort; offering 
themselves to some hireling who will 
eventually destroy them.  Jehovah’s 
Good Shepherding deserves a 
better response.

Response to Good Shepherding

Listen to David’s response to Good 
Shepherding— “I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever." This 
declaration when paired with the 
previous statement, “surely 
goodness and mercy following me 
all the days of my life,” construct a 
biblical parallelism. In Psalm 23:6 we 
have a completion parallelism. The 
first element, “goodness and mercy 
following me all the days of my life, is 

developed and completed in the 
second element, “I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever." The 
theological implication is that having 
received goodness and mercy, 
David will dwell in the house of his 
generous Host, not for a few days, 
au contraire, he’s a permanent 
dweller of God's household for as 
long as life will last.

Like David, we are staying with the 
Shepherd. We’ll trust His 
Shepherding, and joyfully abide in 
the house, because with Jehovah we 
shall lack nothing. There may be a 
price to pay, but the victory 
celebrations will make it all 
worthwhile.  For in the house of the 
Divine Host, I have peace, 
restoration, guidance, comfort, 
honor and blessings!  When?  Today!  
For how long?  Forever!

Our Prayer Focus: 
Loving Lord, when we can’t change 
our circumstances help us change 
our perspective. You are our 
Shepherd, Saviour and Host. Feed 
us from your table so that we may 
feed others; healing us so that we 
become effective healers amidst the 
brokenness that surrounds us, and 
filling our cups to overflowing. Help 
us look to You, listen to Your voice, 
and lean on You for our salvation.  In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Dr. Eugene Daniel is a former president of 
the Caribbean Union Conference, where 

he served from.
His vision for ministry emerges from the 
kingdom theology and assurance of the 
gospel, as proclaimed by the apostle Paul 
in the book of Hebrews, and is prefaced on 
the absolute assurance that: ”We have a 
High Priest who entered into the Holies of 
Heaven", hence the benefits of the age to 

come are impacting this present age. 

been performing Psalm 23 for years. I 
have a lifetime of experience and 
training but I have never been able to 
move an audience as you have 
tonight. Tell me, what is your secret?”  
The young man humbly replied, “Well, 
Sir, you know the Psalm. . . but I know 
the Shepherd.”

David knew the Shepherd personally. 
Therefore, who could declare with 
certainty “I Shall not want.” What joy 

there is to know that we know our 
Shepherd. He knows my name. He 
even knows the number of hairs on our 
heads. He will meet our every need 
and will meet us at the point of our 
crisis. Your Father, the Lord, knows the 
things you have need of and, if you 
seek Him first, He will give them to you 
(Matthew 6). So, stop being driven by 
a sense of insecurity and insufficiency! 
Instead, live in the confidence that the 
LORD is our Shepherd and we shall 

not want!

Our Prayer Focus: 
Lord help us to always live the 
abundant life with a sense of 
adequacy and sufficiency because 
we know the Shepherd.

Pastor Desmond James is the 
president of North Caribbean 

Conference. His vision for ministry

Have you seen the tweet 
#shepherdyourflockbeforeseekingn
ewsheep?  I have, and the Book of 
Praises, particularly the twenty-third 
division, presents a Faithful 
Shepherd whose perfect provisions 
satisfy this cry for good 
shepherding.  Good Shepherding 
searches for new sheep who will 
eventually commit to: 'dwell in His 
house forever." Thank you Pastor 
Ammaran Williams and the 
Ministerial Association for 
spearheading this interface of 
human need with the promised 
aftereffects of Good Shepherding.
The Psalms are intensely personal 
prayers, written as temple songs to 
be accompanied with stringed 
instruments, and singers.   Actually, 
the Psalms were symphonic 
performances expressing how 
divine activity overrules human plans 
and failures.  Through our 
deliberation, we can review God's 
activities, recall what He has done 
for us, and join the chorus of praises.  

David Experienced Good 
Shepherding

Psalms 22 - 24 are arranged to tell a 
story. The laments of Division 22 are 

followed by a confident monarch in 
Psalm 23, and joyous celebrations in 
24. The theme of this pericope; 
Jehovah satisfies!  David addresses 
familiar complications of life and 
advances this testimony: Jehovah 
provides — green pastures, still 
waters, right paths, and a secure 
dwelling place.  The timeless 
message is not some superficial 
comfort, but an unfeigned assurance 
that evokes worship to Jehovah.

This masterpiece of Hebrew poetry 
evidences seven Jehovahistic titles, 
which are more impressive than a 
Shakespearean play, and more 
appealing than a Beethoven 
Symphony.  The story line proceeds 
along three movements, from 
Jehovah as Shepherd, to Jehovah as 
guide, and finally Jehovah as divine 
host. Why would David offer praises 
to Jehovah, and not to Adonai or 
Elohim?

In Exodus 3: 1-15 God approaches 
Moses on Horeb.  He's given the 
assignment to deliver his 
countrymen from bondage, but 
balks at the mission. "If I come to the 
people of Israel and say to them, 
‘The God of your fathers has sent me 

to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his 
name?’ what shall I say...?”

God responds: "Say... The Lord, the 
God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you. 
This is my name forever, and thus I 
am to be remembered throughout all 
generations...”  Finally God says "Tell 
them I AM sent you. In other words, 
Moses, tell them that the God of 
yesterday, today and tomorrow sent 
you.

Jehovah is the I AM. David makes no 
petition, instead his poetry overflows 
with gratitude.  Ellen White counsels 
that we should approach Jehovah as 
David: "We need look for no outward 
evidence of the blessing. The gift is 
in the promise, and we may go about 
our work assured that what God has 
promised He is able to perform, and 
that the gift, which we already 
possess, will be realized when we 
need it most." Ed 258

The Psalmist proclaims, the Lord is 
my shepherd!  The Hebrew text, 
Jehovah-raah, simply says, Jehovah 
my Shepherd!  This indicates a joyful 
response to seven implied 

29

Dr. Eugene Daniel, Former President, Caribbean Union Conference

Response to Good Shepherding Psalm 23:6 (b)

MARVELOUS GRACE!

Our Prayer Focus: 
Pray that your ministerial family 
would be inspired by the confident 
assurance that the Good Shepherd 
is in love with your family and will 
completely support you throughout 
life.

Pastor Silton Browne is the 
immediate past president of the 

North Caribbean Conference.  He 
says that he sees a ministry that is 

deeply rooted in empowering strong 
relationships within  families, in the 

church and in the community.  There 
would be a consciousness of 

current relevance that recognizes 

both the opportunities and threats of 
current technologies such as the 
phone, the internet, the computer 

and social media. Then use them to 
fulfil the gospel commission.

“And I Will Dwell In The House Of The LORD Forever.” 



Nestled in the Book that showcases 
Hebrew poetry at its absolute best, the 
Twenty-Third Psalm is one of the 
beloved portions of Holy Scripture 
because it is appropriate for all 
seasons.  It stands as a masterpiece 
of Hebrew religious poetry and 
literature in general where imagery, 
metaphors, and subtlety all convey 
profound truths for the people of God 
in short, concise phrases.
  
The Psalmist David, its author, also 
called the ‘Shepherd King’ draws on 
his experience as he looks at the 
relationship between God and His 
covenant people and draws the 

correlation between the Shepherd and 
the Sheep. It is a reflection and a fitting 
analogy of the intimate covenant 
relationship between God and His 
people (Ezekiel 34). Yes, “The Lord is 
my Shepherd, I shall not want” 
(Ps.23:1). 

Life in a fallen world often seems 
empty and unfulfilled. Just being a 
sinner and living among sinners will 
deposit in our psyche the horrible 
feelings of inadequacy and 
insufficiency. From the cradle to the 
grave, our perennial pursuits are spent 
pushing ourselves to outrun the fear of 
not having enough or not being 

enough. We have all struggled at one 
time or another with the feeling of 
being over our heads, or not 
measuring up, which often drives us to 
a point of exhaustion and 
exasperation. We often ponder these 
questions: Do I have enough love for a 
lifetime of marriage? Do I have enough 
moral courage to remain pure and 
righteous in an impure world? Do I 
have enough wisdom to navigate the 
twists and turns of life? Do I have 
enough gifts and abilities to fulfill what, 
I sense, is God’s will for my life?
 
However, Psalm 23:1 meets us at the 
end of our questions and at the point 

of our crises as it declares 
unequivocally: “The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want!” It 
reverberates with confidence and 
sufficiency. There is absolutely no 
sense of insufficiency for God is 
enough. He is sufficient!  Scholars 
believe that David may have written 
this psalm after he had clocked 
enough miles on the odometer of life. 
He had known fears and personal 
failures. He had been alone and lonely 
and had faced many enemies. He had 
been discomforted, dismissed and 
dispossessed.  He had come close to 
the valley of the shadow of death and 
had been in need. Yet he declares that 
God is enough. Dipping his pen in 
inspiration, he wrote this timeless truth 
which is still relevant for every 
contemporary Christian dogged by a 
sense of inadequacy.  The two truths 
that I wish to sermonically exhume 
from the text are: The Person of the 
Shepherd and the Provision of the 
Shepherd. 

David’s sense of confidence, 
adequacy, and sufficiency were 
anchored in the nature and person of 
the Shepherd. The second part of the 
text: “I shall not want” is inextricably 
predicated on the first part of the text. 
The emphasis in the Hebrew grammar 
is in the “LORD.” My Shepherd is 
YAHWEH it reads literally. This is God’s 
covenant name. It really is God’s 
personal, special, and sacred name. 
In fact, when Yahweh was written by 
the Scribes, they would break the pen 
signifying that they had written 
something inestimably sacred.  It was 
rarely pronounced.  It denotes that 
God is self-existent, and self- 
sufficiency. He exists by virtue of his 
own nature. He was never created or 
come into being.  He is the beginner 
who began the beginning.  He was the 
beginner before the beginning began. 
He is timeless and eternal. We live in 

three tenses:  past, present, and future 
but God lives in the eternal present. 
He is indeed the one who was, who is, 
and who is to come (Revelation 1: 8). 
He cannot change because He is 
immutable.  He cannot improve 
because He is perfect. God is 
sufficient in Himself and for Himself so 
He is in need of nothing. He is 
YAHWEH: the “I am that I am.” We are 
dependent because we are the 
creatures of His hand. One preacher 
put it nicely when he said: “God does 
not need me to be me for Him to be 
Him – but I need Him to be Him for me 
to be me.” The beautiful truth is that 
God is always Himself – sufficiently, 
glorious, and timeless.

“I shall not want!” Here David extols 
the Bounty of God! If the Lord is my 
Shepherd, I have everything I need. 
The Lord is my Shepherd, what more 
do I need?  God defines himself with 
an incomplete sentence. Whatever 
you are not He is. Whatever you need 
God to be in order to do His will, He will 
be at the very moment of your need for 
He is the “I am….” (Fill in the blank!). 
Complete the sentence and let God 
prove Himself. Are you hungry? He is 
the bread! Are you in the dark? He is 
the light. Are you lost? He is the way. 
Are you searching? He is the truth. Are 
you in want? He is your Shepherd. 

Verse 1 is indeed the thesis sentence 
of Psalm 23. Everything that follows is 
simply an extrapolation of the verse: I 
shall not want for peace, because “He 
makes me to lie down in green 
pastures.” I shall not want for 
guidance because “He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness.” I shall not 
want for protection for “His rod and 
staff, they comfort me.” I shall not want 
for provision for “He spreads a table 
before me in the presence of my 
enemies.”

A.W.  Tozer summarizes it profoundly, 
“The man who has God and nothing 
else has as much as the man who has 
God and everything else. God is 
everything!” He is Jehovah Raah: ‘the 
Lord is my Shepherd;’ Jehovah- Jireh: 
‘I shall not want;’ Jehovah-Shalom: ‘He 
maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures;’ Jehovah-Rapha: ‘He 
restoreth my soul;’ Jehovah- Tsidkenu: 
‘He leads me in the paths of 
righteousness for His name sake;’ 
Jehovah-Shammah: ‘yeah though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death;’ and Jehovah-Nissi: ‘You 
prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies.’ The hymn 
writer accurately portrayed Him as: 
“The King of Love my Shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never, I 
nothing lack if I am His, and He is mine 
forever” (SDA Hymnal # 197).

The story is told of an actor who was 
known for his recitations of the 
classics.  He always ended his 
performances with the dramatic recital 
of Psalm 23.  Each night, without 
exception, as the actor began his 
recitation of this Psalm, the crowd 
would listen attentively and then rise 
with thunderous applause in 
appreciation of the actor’s ability to 
bring the Psalm to life. One night, just 
before the actor was to offer his 
customary recital of the Psalm, a 
young man from the audience spoke 
up, “Sir, would you mind if, tonight, I 
recite Psalm 23?” The actor was 
surprised. However, he invited the 
young man to do so.  Softly, the young 
man began to recite the words of the 
Psalm.  When he was finished, there 
was no applause or standing ovation. 
All that could be heard was the sound 
of weeping.  The audience had been 
so moved by the youth’s recitation that 
every eye was tearful. Amazed by 
what he had experienced, the actor 
queried: “I don’t understand. I have 

30

compound Jehovahistic titles:
1. Jehovah-raah - (Jehovah my 

Shepherd)
2. Jehovah-jireh - (Jehovah provides) 

I shall not want...
3. Jehovah-rapha - (Jehovah heals) 

He restores my soul
4. Jehovah- shalom - (Jehovah our 

Peace) He leadeth me beside still 
waters...

5. Jehovah-tsidkenu - (Jehovah our 
Righteousness) He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness...

6. Jehovah-shammah - (Jehovah ever 
Present) I will fear no evil for thou 
art with me...

7. Jehovah-nissi - (Jehovah our 
Banner) Thou preparest a table 
before me in the presence of my 
enemies...

David, on reviewing his storied life 
asserts: "Look at where Yahweh 
brought him from!"  1 Samuel 
16:1-18:7. In the ancient household 
the youngest was assigned the 
meanest task. We recall Jesse’s 
disappointment when Samuel 
rejected the elder brothers, and 
enquired, is there anyone left? God 
chose David and created a future for 
him. The Omnipotent, 
Compassionate God, is enough and 
with Him we lack nothing!

Psalm 23 reaches its crescendo in 
the transition from shepherd to divine 
Host. Jehovah does three things to 
regale David; spreads a victory table 
in the presence of enemies; anoints 
him with oil, and fills his cups to 
overflowing with goodness, mercy.  
David was not served ‘leftovers, he 
received abundant provisions of 
significance, and security. 
The Jehovahistic imagery is 
repeated in the New Testament as 
the Good Shepherd makes 
everything better for His sheep. John 
10:1-15.  John uses compound 

Jehovahistic titles comparable to the 
Psalmist’s... You see, Jesus did not 
come to name a shepherd, He is the 
Good Shepherd. He didn’t come to 
preach the gospel He is the Gospel.  
He didn’t come to show the door, He 
is the Door. He announced:
• I AM the bread of life.
• I AM the light of the world.
• I AM the way and the truth 
and the life.

We needed salvation, He’s Saviour. 
We can't earn it, it's free, due the 
generosity of the One who gave His 
life.  Those He came to save hung 
Him on a cross, naked for the world 
to see, and so doing He secured our 
redemption, declaring: "I give unto 
them eternal life... and no one can 
pluck them out of my hands. John 
10: 27 – 29.  That’s why Paul could 
confess; “But my God shall supply 
all your need according to His 
riches…”  Philippians 4:19. Jehovah 
satisfies!
 
The Saviour offers good 
shepherding but instead some reject 
Him; others ignore Him.  Some 
compromise their devotion for some 
temporary comfort; offering 
themselves to some hireling who will 
eventually destroy them.  Jehovah’s 
Good Shepherding deserves a 
better response.

Response to Good Shepherding

Listen to David’s response to Good 
Shepherding— “I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever." This 
declaration when paired with the 
previous statement, “surely 
goodness and mercy following me 
all the days of my life,” construct a 
biblical parallelism. In Psalm 23:6 we 
have a completion parallelism. The 
first element, “goodness and mercy 
following me all the days of my life, is 

developed and completed in the 
second element, “I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever." The 
theological implication is that having 
received goodness and mercy, 
David will dwell in the house of his 
generous Host, not for a few days, 
au contraire, he’s a permanent 
dweller of God's household for as 
long as life will last.

Like David, we are staying with the 
Shepherd. We’ll trust His 
Shepherding, and joyfully abide in 
the house, because with Jehovah we 
shall lack nothing. There may be a 
price to pay, but the victory 
celebrations will make it all 
worthwhile.  For in the house of the 
Divine Host, I have peace, 
restoration, guidance, comfort, 
honor and blessings!  When?  Today!  
For how long?  Forever!

Our Prayer Focus: 
Loving Lord, when we can’t change 
our circumstances help us change 
our perspective. You are our 
Shepherd, Saviour and Host. Feed 
us from your table so that we may 
feed others; healing us so that we 
become effective healers amidst the 
brokenness that surrounds us, and 
filling our cups to overflowing. Help 
us look to You, listen to Your voice, 
and lean on You for our salvation.  In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Dr. Eugene Daniel is a former president of 
the Caribbean Union Conference, where 

he served from.
His vision for ministry emerges from the 
kingdom theology and assurance of the 
gospel, as proclaimed by the apostle Paul 
in the book of Hebrews, and is prefaced on 
the absolute assurance that: ”We have a 
High Priest who entered into the Holies of 
Heaven", hence the benefits of the age to 

come are impacting this present age. 

been performing Psalm 23 for years. I 
have a lifetime of experience and 
training but I have never been able to 
move an audience as you have 
tonight. Tell me, what is your secret?”  
The young man humbly replied, “Well, 
Sir, you know the Psalm. . . but I know 
the Shepherd.”

David knew the Shepherd personally. 
Therefore, who could declare with 
certainty “I Shall not want.” What joy 

there is to know that we know our 
Shepherd. He knows my name. He 
even knows the number of hairs on our 
heads. He will meet our every need 
and will meet us at the point of our 
crisis. Your Father, the Lord, knows the 
things you have need of and, if you 
seek Him first, He will give them to you 
(Matthew 6). So, stop being driven by 
a sense of insecurity and insufficiency! 
Instead, live in the confidence that the 
LORD is our Shepherd and we shall 

not want!

Our Prayer Focus: 
Lord help us to always live the 
abundant life with a sense of 
adequacy and sufficiency because 
we know the Shepherd.

Pastor Desmond James is the 
president of North Caribbean 

Conference. His vision for ministry

Have you seen the tweet 
#shepherdyourflockbeforeseekingn
ewsheep?  I have, and the Book of 
Praises, particularly the twenty-third 
division, presents a Faithful 
Shepherd whose perfect provisions 
satisfy this cry for good 
shepherding.  Good Shepherding 
searches for new sheep who will 
eventually commit to: 'dwell in His 
house forever." Thank you Pastor 
Ammaran Williams and the 
Ministerial Association for 
spearheading this interface of 
human need with the promised 
aftereffects of Good Shepherding.
The Psalms are intensely personal 
prayers, written as temple songs to 
be accompanied with stringed 
instruments, and singers.   Actually, 
the Psalms were symphonic 
performances expressing how 
divine activity overrules human plans 
and failures.  Through our 
deliberation, we can review God's 
activities, recall what He has done 
for us, and join the chorus of praises.  

David Experienced Good 
Shepherding

Psalms 22 - 24 are arranged to tell a 
story. The laments of Division 22 are 

followed by a confident monarch in 
Psalm 23, and joyous celebrations in 
24. The theme of this pericope; 
Jehovah satisfies!  David addresses 
familiar complications of life and 
advances this testimony: Jehovah 
provides — green pastures, still 
waters, right paths, and a secure 
dwelling place.  The timeless 
message is not some superficial 
comfort, but an unfeigned assurance 
that evokes worship to Jehovah.

This masterpiece of Hebrew poetry 
evidences seven Jehovahistic titles, 
which are more impressive than a 
Shakespearean play, and more 
appealing than a Beethoven 
Symphony.  The story line proceeds 
along three movements, from 
Jehovah as Shepherd, to Jehovah as 
guide, and finally Jehovah as divine 
host. Why would David offer praises 
to Jehovah, and not to Adonai or 
Elohim?

In Exodus 3: 1-15 God approaches 
Moses on Horeb.  He's given the 
assignment to deliver his 
countrymen from bondage, but 
balks at the mission. "If I come to the 
people of Israel and say to them, 
‘The God of your fathers has sent me 

to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his 
name?’ what shall I say...?”

God responds: "Say... The Lord, the 
God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you. 
This is my name forever, and thus I 
am to be remembered throughout all 
generations...”  Finally God says "Tell 
them I AM sent you. In other words, 
Moses, tell them that the God of 
yesterday, today and tomorrow sent 
you.

Jehovah is the I AM. David makes no 
petition, instead his poetry overflows 
with gratitude.  Ellen White counsels 
that we should approach Jehovah as 
David: "We need look for no outward 
evidence of the blessing. The gift is 
in the promise, and we may go about 
our work assured that what God has 
promised He is able to perform, and 
that the gift, which we already 
possess, will be realized when we 
need it most." Ed 258

The Psalmist proclaims, the Lord is 
my shepherd!  The Hebrew text, 
Jehovah-raah, simply says, Jehovah 
my Shepherd!  This indicates a joyful 
response to seven implied 



Nestled in the Book that showcases 
Hebrew poetry at its absolute best, the 
Twenty-Third Psalm is one of the 
beloved portions of Holy Scripture 
because it is appropriate for all 
seasons.  It stands as a masterpiece 
of Hebrew religious poetry and 
literature in general where imagery, 
metaphors, and subtlety all convey 
profound truths for the people of God 
in short, concise phrases.
  
The Psalmist David, its author, also 
called the ‘Shepherd King’ draws on 
his experience as he looks at the 
relationship between God and His 
covenant people and draws the 

correlation between the Shepherd and 
the Sheep. It is a reflection and a fitting 
analogy of the intimate covenant 
relationship between God and His 
people (Ezekiel 34). Yes, “The Lord is 
my Shepherd, I shall not want” 
(Ps.23:1). 

Life in a fallen world often seems 
empty and unfulfilled. Just being a 
sinner and living among sinners will 
deposit in our psyche the horrible 
feelings of inadequacy and 
insufficiency. From the cradle to the 
grave, our perennial pursuits are spent 
pushing ourselves to outrun the fear of 
not having enough or not being 

enough. We have all struggled at one 
time or another with the feeling of 
being over our heads, or not 
measuring up, which often drives us to 
a point of exhaustion and 
exasperation. We often ponder these 
questions: Do I have enough love for a 
lifetime of marriage? Do I have enough 
moral courage to remain pure and 
righteous in an impure world? Do I 
have enough wisdom to navigate the 
twists and turns of life? Do I have 
enough gifts and abilities to fulfill what, 
I sense, is God’s will for my life?
 
However, Psalm 23:1 meets us at the 
end of our questions and at the point 

of our crises as it declares 
unequivocally: “The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want!” It 
reverberates with confidence and 
sufficiency. There is absolutely no 
sense of insufficiency for God is 
enough. He is sufficient!  Scholars 
believe that David may have written 
this psalm after he had clocked 
enough miles on the odometer of life. 
He had known fears and personal 
failures. He had been alone and lonely 
and had faced many enemies. He had 
been discomforted, dismissed and 
dispossessed.  He had come close to 
the valley of the shadow of death and 
had been in need. Yet he declares that 
God is enough. Dipping his pen in 
inspiration, he wrote this timeless truth 
which is still relevant for every 
contemporary Christian dogged by a 
sense of inadequacy.  The two truths 
that I wish to sermonically exhume 
from the text are: The Person of the 
Shepherd and the Provision of the 
Shepherd. 

David’s sense of confidence, 
adequacy, and sufficiency were 
anchored in the nature and person of 
the Shepherd. The second part of the 
text: “I shall not want” is inextricably 
predicated on the first part of the text. 
The emphasis in the Hebrew grammar 
is in the “LORD.” My Shepherd is 
YAHWEH it reads literally. This is God’s 
covenant name. It really is God’s 
personal, special, and sacred name. 
In fact, when Yahweh was written by 
the Scribes, they would break the pen 
signifying that they had written 
something inestimably sacred.  It was 
rarely pronounced.  It denotes that 
God is self-existent, and self- 
sufficiency. He exists by virtue of his 
own nature. He was never created or 
come into being.  He is the beginner 
who began the beginning.  He was the 
beginner before the beginning began. 
He is timeless and eternal. We live in 

three tenses:  past, present, and future 
but God lives in the eternal present. 
He is indeed the one who was, who is, 
and who is to come (Revelation 1: 8). 
He cannot change because He is 
immutable.  He cannot improve 
because He is perfect. God is 
sufficient in Himself and for Himself so 
He is in need of nothing. He is 
YAHWEH: the “I am that I am.” We are 
dependent because we are the 
creatures of His hand. One preacher 
put it nicely when he said: “God does 
not need me to be me for Him to be 
Him – but I need Him to be Him for me 
to be me.” The beautiful truth is that 
God is always Himself – sufficiently, 
glorious, and timeless.

“I shall not want!” Here David extols 
the Bounty of God! If the Lord is my 
Shepherd, I have everything I need. 
The Lord is my Shepherd, what more 
do I need?  God defines himself with 
an incomplete sentence. Whatever 
you are not He is. Whatever you need 
God to be in order to do His will, He will 
be at the very moment of your need for 
He is the “I am….” (Fill in the blank!). 
Complete the sentence and let God 
prove Himself. Are you hungry? He is 
the bread! Are you in the dark? He is 
the light. Are you lost? He is the way. 
Are you searching? He is the truth. Are 
you in want? He is your Shepherd. 

Verse 1 is indeed the thesis sentence 
of Psalm 23. Everything that follows is 
simply an extrapolation of the verse: I 
shall not want for peace, because “He 
makes me to lie down in green 
pastures.” I shall not want for 
guidance because “He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness.” I shall not 
want for protection for “His rod and 
staff, they comfort me.” I shall not want 
for provision for “He spreads a table 
before me in the presence of my 
enemies.”

A.W.  Tozer summarizes it profoundly, 
“The man who has God and nothing 
else has as much as the man who has 
God and everything else. God is 
everything!” He is Jehovah Raah: ‘the 
Lord is my Shepherd;’ Jehovah- Jireh: 
‘I shall not want;’ Jehovah-Shalom: ‘He 
maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures;’ Jehovah-Rapha: ‘He 
restoreth my soul;’ Jehovah- Tsidkenu: 
‘He leads me in the paths of 
righteousness for His name sake;’ 
Jehovah-Shammah: ‘yeah though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death;’ and Jehovah-Nissi: ‘You 
prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies.’ The hymn 
writer accurately portrayed Him as: 
“The King of Love my Shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never, I 
nothing lack if I am His, and He is mine 
forever” (SDA Hymnal # 197).

The story is told of an actor who was 
known for his recitations of the 
classics.  He always ended his 
performances with the dramatic recital 
of Psalm 23.  Each night, without 
exception, as the actor began his 
recitation of this Psalm, the crowd 
would listen attentively and then rise 
with thunderous applause in 
appreciation of the actor’s ability to 
bring the Psalm to life. One night, just 
before the actor was to offer his 
customary recital of the Psalm, a 
young man from the audience spoke 
up, “Sir, would you mind if, tonight, I 
recite Psalm 23?” The actor was 
surprised. However, he invited the 
young man to do so.  Softly, the young 
man began to recite the words of the 
Psalm.  When he was finished, there 
was no applause or standing ovation. 
All that could be heard was the sound 
of weeping.  The audience had been 
so moved by the youth’s recitation that 
every eye was tearful. Amazed by 
what he had experienced, the actor 
queried: “I don’t understand. I have 

been performing Psalm 23 for years. I 
have a lifetime of experience and 
training but I have never been able to 
move an audience as you have 
tonight. Tell me, what is your secret?”  
The young man humbly replied, “Well, 
Sir, you know the Psalm. . . but I know 
the Shepherd.”

David knew the Shepherd personally. 
Therefore, who could declare with 
certainty “I Shall not want.” What joy 

there is to know that we know our 
Shepherd. He knows my name. He 
even knows the number of hairs on our 
heads. He will meet our every need 
and will meet us at the point of our 
crisis. Your Father, the Lord, knows the 
things you have need of and, if you 
seek Him first, He will give them to you 
(Matthew 6). So, stop being driven by 
a sense of insecurity and insufficiency! 
Instead, live in the confidence that the 
LORD is our Shepherd and we shall 

not want!

Our Prayer Focus: 
Lord help us to always live the 
abundant life with a sense of 
adequacy and sufficiency because 
we know the Shepherd.

Pastor Desmond James is the 
president of North Caribbean 

Conference. His vision for ministry
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Psalm 23
Psalm 23 is one of the more famous 
psalms written by David the King.  
This was the same David who took 
down Goliath with a slingshot and 
some smooth stones.

David was now King but he was also 
a musician and liked to write poems 
and songs.  This particular psalm is 
about God being his Shepherd-King.
Keep in mind that David used to be a 
shepherd.  He remembers how he 
lead and cared for a herd of sheep.
At first thought a King and a 
Shepherd are very different.  When I 
think about a King I think of a royal 
crown, a large castle, servants, large 
fancy meals and a beautiful Queen.  
When I think of a shepherd I think of 
a servant who works in the fields with 
raggedy old clothes and a small bag 
lunch.  

There is also something that a 
Shepherd and a King have in 
common too.  They both take care of 
something.  A King is supposed to 
look after and protect the kingdom of 
people under him and a Shepherd 
looks after and protects his herd of 
sheep.

A King might have fancier stuff than 
a shepherd but they both have an 
important job.  

David might compare God to a 
shepherd because sometimes when 
we think of kings we think of 
someone snobby, who thinks he's 
way more important than us and he 

couldn't possibly know each person 
in his kingdom.  

A shepherd on the other hand seems 
like a regular person that works hard 
and takes care and loves each of his 
sheep.  We wouldn't be afraid to talk 
to a shepherd and could just be 
ourselves around him.

David knows that God isn't like the 
kings on earth so he compares Him 
to a loving shepherd taking care of 
his people so we can get a better 
picture of what God is like.

So, throughout this chapter even 
though David is talking about himself 
as a sheep.  I think it was meant for 
us to read and see ourselves as the 
sheep and God as our shepherd.  

After thinking about a shepherd I 
thought about sheep and how they 
completely rely on the shepherd for 
food, shelter and safety.  Just like we 
need to rely on God.  

You might think that your parents 
provide all this for you but your 
parents rely and trust in God to give 
them a job, money and blessings so 
they can give you what you need.

Another important point is that sheep 
don't know as much as a shepherd.  
If you really think about it sheep are 
pretty dumb compared to a 
shepherd.  Compared to God we 
don't know too much either!  God 
knows our future, He made us and 
the whole world.

The first part of the psalm David talks 
about God being his shepherd and 
he is the sheep.  The shepherd 
makes sure his sheep has 
everything he needs like nice green 
grass and clean water.  God gives 
him peace and rest because he can 
trust Him.

God keeps him on the good path.  
Even when there's rough times he 
doesn't have to be afraid.  God is 
always with him and He can make 
him feel better when he needs it.
Then David talks about a banquet 
that God the King would prepare.  
There were lots of important, fancy 
banquets for kings and since David 
was a king he was thinking how God 
would treat him.  (I don't think David 
is still referring to himself as a 
sheep).

God would prepare a banquet for 
David and protect him from his 
enemies.  He would treat David like a 
royal guest and anoint him.

In those days people would get 
anointed to become king or if they 
were recognized as being someone 
special.  David was trying to say that 
even though he was King, God 
recognized him as more than a king 
but as someone even more special 
to Him.

David ends by saying that he will 
continually be blessed by God with 
lots of goodness and love and he is 
looking forward to living with God 
forever. God is our Shepherd-King 
and we are his sheep.  God is 

STORIES FOR CHILDREN
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guiding us, protecting us and He 
loves us.  We don't know as much as 
God does so we have to trust Him.

THE SHEPHERD &
THE WOLF

There was a village on the outskirts 
of a forest. A young shepherd used 
to take his herd of sheep across the 
fields to the lawns near the forest. 
Every day he sat under a large tree, 
while his flock of sheep grazed on 
the grass of the meadow. His time 
hardly passed. The shepherd-boy 
felt bored and wanted some fun and 
excitement in his life.

So, to get some fun, one day he gave 
a loud shout! “ Wolf, wolf. The wolf is 
taking my sheep”. The villagers 
working in the nearby fields heard 
the boy’s cry and came running for 
help.

“Where is the wolf?” asked the 
farmers ready to change the mighty 
beast. The villagers saw a large flock 
of sheep were grazing quietly but 
there was no sign of a wolf.

The shepherd-boy began to laugh in 
amusement and told the villagers 
that it was a big joke. The villagers 
were angry and scolded him for 
raising a false alarm. The 
shepherd-boy was warned not to 
repeat this mistake. The boy laughed 
and replied “ It is so fun to see you 
running.”

But, the boy did not take the 
villager’s warning seriously. The boy 
played the same trick several times 

for the next few days. The farmers 
came rushing to help the boy again, 
but they were all fooled by the boy 
again and again.

After a few days, the boy was sitting 
on a tree and looking after his sheep. 
Suddenly he spotted a wolf 
approaching one of his lambs. The 
boy panicked and cried loudly “Wolf, 
Wolf, The wolf is carrying a lamb 
away.”

But this time none of the farmers 
came to help him. The boy shouted 
more loudly “Help! Wolf!”.  Still no 
one came to help him chase the wolf. 
The villagers thought that the boy 
was up to his old tricks.

With no help to the boy from the 
villagers, the wolf carried a lamb 
away. The boy was really sad to lose 
his lamb.

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
HEART

A young man was proud of his 
healthy and beautiful heart. One day, 
standing in the middle of the town, 
he proclaimed that he had  the most 
beautiful heart in the whole valley. A 
large crowd gathered to have a look 
at his heart.  His heart was smooth, 
shiny and looked very healthy.  
Indeed, the man had the most 
beautiful heart in the valley, everyone 
agreed.

The proud young man felt delighted 
and boasted his perfect heart which 
everyone admired. Suddenly, a 
voice from the crowd said, “ Your 

heart is not as beautiful as mine.” 
The young man searched for the 
person behind the voice and an old 
man appeared in front him.

“Show us your heart if you believe 
you have got more beautiful heart 
than mine.” said the young man. The 
old man carefully showed his heart. 
The crowd and the young man 
looked at the old man’s heart.  The 
heart was beating strongly and 
healthily but it was not smooth and 
shiny as the young man’s heart. 
Instead, it had scars all over it. It had 
places where some pieces of the 
heart had been removed and other 
pieces were put in. The other pieces 
didn’t fit perfectly and there were 
several uneven edges. In some 
places, there were deep gouges 
where some pieces were missing.

The crowd laughed at the old man’s 
heart. “How can he claim that he has 
the most beautiful heart when it is all 
scared and uneven.”, they thought.
The young man looked at the old 
man’s heart and laughed.” You must 
be kidding. Compare your heart and 
mine. My heart looks perfect and 
smooth and yours is a mess of scars 
and tears.”

“Yes, Your heart looks perfect, but I 
would never trade your heart with 
mine”, said the old man. “ Every scar 
in my heart represents a person 
whom I have given my love. I tear a 
piece of my heart and give to them. 
Often, my loved one gives me back a 
piece of their heart which fits into the 
empty place in my heart. Since 
everyone loves each other in a 
different way. Their piece of heart 
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may not perfectly fit my heart, so you 
can see some rough edges. These 
scars and rough edges remind me of 
the love we shared.”, he continued.

“Sometimes I would give a piece of 
my heart, but the other person may 
not return a piece of his heart to me. 
These are the empty gouges. 
Although these gouges are painful, 
these remind me of the love I have 
for these people too. So do you now 
see what a true beauty?”asked the 
old man.

The young man and the crowd stood 
silently with tears running down their 
cheeks. The young man walked to 
the old man, reached into his perfect 
young and beautiful heart, ripped a 
piece out of it and offered it to the 
man with trembling hands.

The old man gratefully received his 
offering, placed it in his heart and 
then took a piece from his old heart 
and placed it in the young man’s 
heart. The young man looked at his 
heart, it did not look shiny and 
smooth like it used to. But, it was now 
more beautiful because he could 
feel the love from the old man’s heart 
flowing into him. They embraced and 
walked away side by side.

The Dog That Laughed
All the Way Home 
by Marvin Hunt

As Wayne parked his pickup truck 
beside his house one day after work, 
he heard the neighbor lady calling 
for him to come over to her house as 
fast as he could. When Wayne got 

there, he saw his little beagle dog 
lying on the ground, flopping around 
like a fish out of the water. The dog 
was foaming at the mouth and acting 
crazy. He had a weird look in his 
eyes.

Wayne carefully picked up his dog 
and brought him home. He was 
worried that his little dog had the 
terrible rabies disease. To keep the 
little beagle from escaping while he 
called the veterinarian, Wayne put 
him in a horse trailer with high side 
rails that he had in the yard. Then he 
ran into the house and called the vet. 
Hurriedly he explained all about the 
strange way his dog was acting. 
Sadly, he found out from the vet that 
the only way to tell for sure if his dog 
had rabies was to test some of its 
brain cells. Of course, there would 
be no way to do this test while his 
dog was still alive.

Wayne hung up the phone after 
making an appointment for the vet to 
see his dog. It looked very bad for 
his little pet. After making up his 
mind about what he had to do, he 
went outside to get the dog out of the 
trailer. As he walked up, the little 
beagle got so excited that he 
jumped clear over the top of the 
trailer side and landed on Wayne. As 
the dog struggled to keep from 
falling, he scratched Wayne’s face. 
Some foam from his mouth fell into 
Wayne’s bleeding scratches. Now 
Wayne was really worried, because 
a human can catch this terrible 
disease from the saliva of an animal 
who has rabies.

Wayne tied a rope around the dog’s 

neck and loaded him into the front 
seat of his truck. All the way to the 
vet’s office the dog kept acting crazy. 
He bit the seat, attacked the gear 
shift, and kept foaming at the mouth. 
When he reached the animal 
hospital, the veterinarian was waiting 
for them. Wayne pulled his dog from 
the truck. He seemed more like a 
wild dog now than a pet. The wise 
and experienced vet took one look at 
the little animal and said, “Oh, he’s 
got a bone stuck in his throat! Bring 
him inside.”

Wayne was astonished. He had 
been afraid his dog would have to 
die. Instead, the veterinarian simply 
took his fingers and forced the dog’s 
mouth open. Then he reached down 
his throat and popped out a bone! It 
was just a little bone-about two 
inches long and as big around as a 
pencil.

Wayne said later that if a dog could 
sigh with relief, his beagle surely did. 
Immediately the dog calmed down 
and stopped foaming at the mouth. 
Wayne thought he even began to 
smile, almost like a human. On the 
way home, his dog sat up on the seat 
beside Wayne just like a little king, 
enjoying the scenery passing by.

Thanks to his training, the 
veterinarian knew just what to do. He 
saved the dog’s life. He had studied 
and learned all he could about 
animals, and God had given him the 
ability and the talent to become a 
good animal doctor.

Isn’t it wonderful that we have 
special people to whom we can turn 
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when we have special needs? I’m 
sure Wayne was thankful that he had 
a good animal doctor to treat his little 
beagle friend. I know Wayne was 
glad he was not alone. When the 
beagle was so sick, Wayne was very 
scared. He didn’t know what to do. 
Can you think of specially trained 
people who help you sometimes with 
things you cannot do for yourself? A 
doctor? A nurse? A fireman? I’m sure 
your mom’s and dad’s can name lots 
of special people they have turned to 
when they had needs. God loves us 
and hears our prayers when we are 
in need. And He provides special 
people to help us when we are in 
trouble. Let’s be glad for them and 
thank Him for them.

Adapted from Children’s Stories and 
Object Lessons by Marvin Hunt. 
(1995). Hagerstown, MD: Review 
and Herald Publishing Association. 
Used by permission.

Special Lamb

The little lambs tried to run this way 
and that. The sheep farmers had to 
be quick, as they guided them up 
onto the two pickup trucks. Today 
they would all be sold at the market 
at Kitchener. It was an hour away, so 
they had to be on their way soon.
Garth looked over the lambs. They 
looked so fine. They weighed about 
60 pounds each and would sell for a 
good price. Then he saw it. "There it 
was in his truck — that special lamb. 
It looked up at him as if to say, "Hey, 
where are we going today?" He 
smiled as he thought about the care and 
the time he had spent with the lamb.

The mother had rejected the lamb 
shortly after it was born. It was really 
an orphan. Garth had taken special 
care of it. Many times he had held it 
close. He had used a baby bottle to 
feed it. As it got older, he made sure 
it ate the special grain. It had grown 
fast and strong, with all the special 
attention it got. It recognized Garth. 
When he would walk out to the field 
where the sheep grazed, this special 
lamb would run over as if to say, "Hi. 
I'm glad to see you."

It was the finest lamb in his truck 
today. It was a little bigger, stronger 
and more beautiful, he thought. This 
one will get the best price today, he 
said to himself.

At the market he spoke to the man. 
"You must bring this special lamb out 
all alone to be sold. I don't want him 
brought out with all the others. He is 
special."

The buyers were at the market, ready 
to bid on the sheep and lambs. Out 
came the 60 lambs Garth had 
brought to the market. The price 
went up. It was $1.10 per pound, 
then $1.15, and finally $1.20. It was a 
good price, and Garth was pleased.
Then his special lamb was brought 
out. Garth waited with anticipation. 
He could see it was different from the 
others. He held his breath as the 
price went up. First it was 60 cents. 
Then it went to 62 cents, and then it 
stopped. Would anybody want to 
pay more? He looked around. Didn't 
they see how special this lamb was? 
It was worth more, much more!

"Sold!" the man called out.

Poor Garth. Only 62 cents. What a 
poor sale; he couldn't believe it. Out 
in the market yard he saw his special 
lamb again. Through misty eyes he 
said good bye. He knew what it was 
worth even if nobody else cared.

A few years later when Garth 
accepted the Lord Jesus as his 
Saviour, he thought back on his 
special lamb. He had learned that 
the Lord Jesus was God's Lamb. He 
was a very special Lamb, and God 
sent Him into the world to die for our 
sins. Yet many people did not care 
about God's Lamb. Many people did 
not value Him at all or see anything 
special about Him. Even Garth for 
many years had not cared for God's 
special Lamb. Now he was so glad 
that he could honestly say, "God's 
special Lamb is my Saviour and has 
cleansed me from all my sin." 
"Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world!" 
(John 1:29).

Is God's Lamb, the Lord Jesus, 
special to you? Have you accepted 
Him as your very own Saviour, and 
have you ever taken the time to just 
thank Him for coming to our world to 
save us? Do you know how much He 
is really worth? The Bible says, 
"Thanks be unto God for His 
unspeakable [precious] gift" (2 
Corinthians 9:15).

Copied with permission for 
WholesomeWords.org from Messages 
of God's Love published by Bible Truth 
Publishers.
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Christ the Good Shepherd   
I am the good shepherd, and know 
my sheep, and am known of mine. 
As the Father knoweth me, even so 
know I the Father: and I lay down my 
life for the sheep. John 10:14, 15.
 
Jesus says, “I know my sheep.” Let 
us consider this statement. We are 
known by God before we receive 
Him. “I know my sheep.” How do 
souls become Christ's sheep? By 
choosing to receive Him. But Christ 
had first chosen them. He knew 
everyone who would respond to His 
drawing, and He knew everyone who 
would be inclined to receive Him but 
who, through popular opposing 
influences, would turn from Him, 
John says to all, “Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29). Those who 
heard the voice and did behold 
Jesus as the Lamb of God believed 
in Him and became His property 
from their own choice. But ... their 
choosing of Christ was in response 
to His drawing. The love of Jesus 
was expressed to us before we loved 
Him.... To Jesus the whole human 
family is entrusted, as the flocks of 

sheep are entrusted to a shepherd. 
These sheep and lambs are to be 
tended with pastoral care. They will 
be guarded by the faithful Chief 
Shepherd, under the care of faithful 
under shepherds, and if they will 
obey the voice of the Chief Shepherd 
they will not be left to be devoured 
by wolves.... Jesus says, “My sheep 
hear my voice, ... and they follow 
me” (John 10:27). The Shepherd of 
Israel does not drive His flock, but 
He leads them. His attitude is wholly 
one of invitation. “My sheep hear my 
voice.” If we are indeed sons and 
daughters of God we not only hear, 
but recognize the voice above all 
others. We appreciate the words of 
Christ, we distinguish the truth as it is 
in Jesus from all error, and the truth 
refreshes the soul, and fills it with 
gladness.... The beautiful illustration 
in Revelation 7 is a pastoral symbol. 
“... They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst anymore; neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat. 
For the Lamb which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of 
waters ...” (Revelation 7:16, 
17).19Letter 20, 1895.

ELLEN G. WHITE, THAT I MAY KNOW HIM

THE SHEPHER’S PSALM – PSALM 
23 Good News Translation
 
The LORD is my shepherd; I have 
everything I need.

2 He lets me rest in fields of green 
grass and leads me to quiet pools 
of fresh water.

3 He gives me new strength. He 
guides me in the right paths, as he 
has promised.

4 Even if I go through the deepest 
darkness, I will not be afraid, 
LORD, for you are with me.  Your 
shepherd's rod and staff protect 
me.

5 You prepare a banquet for me, 
where all my enemies can see me; 
you welcome me as an honored 
guest and fill my cup to the brim.

6 I know that your goodness and 
love  will be with me all my life; 
and your house will be my home 
as long as I live.

QUOTATIONS
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What:      Ministerial Week of Prayer
Date:  January 18-25, 2020
Venue:    The homes of every   
               ministerial worker in the     
               Caribbean Union Conference
Theme:   The Good Shepherd
Purpose: To come to the realization that          
               our lives are guided by the     
               Good Shepherd who lovingly 
               cares for His sheep. 

Every year, since its inception, we 
have been advised of the wonderful 
enriching of family worship in 
ministerial homes and for this we say, 
may God be praised!  We anticipate 
that this year will be no exception as 
we explore the verses of what could 
arguably be called the most 
beautiful psalm written.  Psalm 23 
should be of potent importance to 
you the ministerial worker as it is 
after the Chief Shepherd that your 
ministry is patterned.

And yet, even though this is your 
ministry, the Psalm also unfolds the 
fact that the Good Shepherd is also 
your shepherd and you are also His 
sheep.  Take the time to reflect on 
what the Psalmist wants you to 
understand as you share the 
readings each day with your family.

Suggestions for the Family Gathering 
Make it Special, Even If You Are Alone

1. You will ascertain a time when 
every member or as many 
members of the family as possible 
could be present.  We appeal to 
each family to really try to do both 
readings – they are short – as this 

will add value to the whole 
experience.

2. A little extra effort in identifying and 
sprucing up a specific area for 
worship – some cut flowers from 
the yard; a plant or two perhaps; a 
change of cushions – make it so 
that the area is comfortable for 
prayer and welcoming. Leave the 
magazine, the Bibles and 
Hymnals in the area designated 
for worship, that way no time is 
wasted looking for these books.

3. How about some little surprise 
treats each evening following the 
reading for every member of the 
family (a fruit salad, some little 
trinket, a specially made fruit 
drink)?

4. Encourage all members of the 
family to participate.  Even if the 
young ones cannot read, they can 
call the songs that they wish to 
sing and they may be able to pray, 
older children may do the reading.

5. Make this a truly loving 
experience, hug and kiss each 
other to in welcoming family to 
worship.  It was planned for your 
enrichment and to strengthen your 
family unit.  Yes, there will be many 
reasons why you do not have time 
to dedicate to this, but the 
importance of this week to your 
family cannot be over-stated.

6. You can use promise cards – have 
a member pick one at the morning 

worship and include the promise 
in your prayer.  Creatively remind 
family members – through text 
messages, tweets, and Wat’s app 
to claim the promise during the 
day.

7. And finally, above all, pray that the 
angels will attend.  That whatever 
the objections that may arise, God 
will dissolve them.  That each 
heart will be willing to take this 
step into God’s presence as we 
seek to revive and reform our 
relationships with God and with 
each other in our homes.

To Begin…
•  A lively song  (Let the younger 

ones lead out) 

•  Praise and thank everyone present 
for attending and then welcome 
the presence of the God in prayer 
---  The Pastor

•  Reading  (If possible pre-determine 
who the reader will be)

• Pray – using the prayer points. 
Either one, two or three short 
prayers.  Each praying for one 
prayer point. (Promise for the day)

•  Remind family members of the time 
for the next worship—The Pastor

• At evening worship, this is the 
moment for the treat.

THE PROPOSAL


